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Introduction  
All eyes are on Gaza, Ukraine, and Sudan. From time to time an article will cover another breach 

of NATO airspace in the East of Europe and the news will tell a story of drones over a train station in 

Germany. No one hears about the bear up north, growing stronger and becoming each year a greater 

challenge for the Alliance.  

A potential armed conflict between Russia and the European members of NATO is of large 

concern. Breaches of NATO airspace in 2025 and the 2022 Invasion of Ukraine,1 2 have led to immediate 

responses, like greater numbers of air patrols and an increased militarisation of NATO’s eastern flank.3 

Although the landboarder in Eastern-Europe is the largest one NATO has with Russia, another direct 

confrontation between the Alliance and the aggressor in Ukraine is up-north. 

This confrontation is created by the seven NATO members and Russia who have territories in the 

Arctic Circle.4 This gives the Arctic region a massive importance for the security of the alliance, as also 

the Arctic has undergone large scale militarisations from Russia,5 as well as the Arctic region being of 

vital strategic and technological importance and home of many precious natural resources, which also 

lead to an increase of Chinese interest in the region over the past 20 years.6 7 

The situation regarding the Arctic region is imperative for the Alliance, as it could easily turn into a 

tipping point, into a “second Crimea” with all its destructive effects on the rules-based order as a whole 

and immense suffering it brought to thousands of humans.8 Russia, observed to be, as already in other 

cases, very hostile regarding militarisation and security increase in the region, makes this topic one 

requiring strong diplomatic reassurances and communication with Russia, not only military action, in 

order to stabilise the situation in the Arctic region in the long run.9 

 
Definition of Key Terms  
 
Arctic Circle: 

The Arctic Circle refers to a line of latitude, which encircles an area in which for one day a year or 

more the sun does not set.10 Countries with territory north of this line (the Arctic region) are members of 

the Arctic Council.11 

 

North Pole: 
The North Pole is in the centre of the Arctic Circle and the place where the different lines of 

longitude meet. It has six months of straight sunlight and six straight nights.12 

 

Arctic Countries: 
Arctic countries are those with territories in the Arctic region and thus also the permanent 

members of the Arctic Council. These countries are Canada, Denmark (Greenland), Finland, Iceland, 
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Norway, Sweden, United States, all members of NATO, and Russia.13 

 

Arctic Sea Routes: 
Throughout the Arctic region there are several major shipping routes, also used for commercial 

shipping, referred to as the Arctic sea routes. The three that are mainly used and of greatest importance 

are the Northeast Passage, Northwest Passage, and the theoretical Transpolar Route. The Northeast 

Passage is the most developed route going along the borders of Russia and Finland, connecting the 

North Atlantic and the North Pacific through the Bering straight.14 The Northwest Passage runs along 

Canada and the Transpolar route through the central part of the Arctic ocean due to the variable ice 

conditions.15 

 
Polar Silk Road 

The Polar Silk Road is a term coined for an initiative of the government of China to gain access to 

the polar transportation routes. The Northeast Passage is of interest for China, as through further melting 

of ice it becomes a faster and easier shipping route for Chinese goods.16 17 

 

Dual Use Infrastructure 
​ Dual use infrastructure is a broad term referring to all kinds of infrastructure with both a civilian 

and a military purpose. Examples for this may be radar, airports, satellite stations etc. This becomes 

problematic in active cases of war where the targeting of purely civilian infrastructure is forbidden by the 

Additional Protocol I, Article 48 of the Geneva Convention,18 while dual use infrastructure can be targeted 

as a military objective. This leads to states, like Russia, to define certain targets as dual use 

infrastructure and therefore using that as justification for military destruction of them .19 

 

Background Information: 
 

Besides its rich natural resources the Arctic region also holds several key characteristics making 

it attractive for countries to have influence over the area. One could argue that Russia already has 

enough land and resources, and thus would not be inclined to risk a confrontation with NATO over that 

land. This would not be fundamentally wrong yet, Russia's expansionist rhetoric and military 

provocations towards the Baltic states, Finland, and NATO as a whole make one question if Russia's 

interest isn’t also to expand its sphere of influence whilst deterring the West. Part of the reason for the 

growing dispute around northern territories of NATO is the claim of Russia in Arctic territories being 

based on historic claims.20 

 

Satellite Infrastructure: 
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One way the region is important are the several arctic satellite communication stations, which are 

widely considered as so called “dual use infrastructure”, meaning it serves a civilian and also a military 

purpose.21 Because all satellites in the polar orbits, which are often used for surveillance, pass the North 

Pole, several major satellite communication stations were established in the Arctic region.22 With the 

current, often as “new space race” described, increase in investment into satellite infrastructure the 

satellite stations operated in the Arctic rise in significance, with one of the most crucial satellite bases 

being the Svalbard Satellite Station, taking a vital role in the launch processes of European satellites and 

satellite communication.23 This is one of 

the reasons why Svalbard is of 

particular interest to the nearby 

stationed Russians. 

 

Narguskoye Air Base and Svalbard: 
Svalbard is located near the 

Russian Franz-Josef Land, which is an 

island group off the coast of Russia. 

These two island groups are only 

separated by roughly 400km of Barents 

Sea,24 with the Franz Josef Land hosting 

the strategic Narguskoye air base, which was 

recently equipped with new technology 

including an anti-drone missile system.25 This 

follows a long history of militarisation in that 

region, with major improvements in the base 

infrastructure being made in the early 2020’s, 

notably the expansion of the runway of the 

base to now accommodate newer and larger 

aircrafts like the A50 Mainstay.26 The Svalbard 

archipelago was disputed historically with the 

Svalbard treaty of 1920, making it permanently 

territory of the Norwegian state, who have to 

ensure equal commercial opportunities of 

signatories in the region, as well as Norway 

not being able to militarise the region.27 Yet 

Svalbard's importance exceeds the satellite 

infrastructure, as it also controls the access of 

Russia's northern fleet from the Barents Sea 
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to the Atlantic Ocean.28 Experts warn that the Svalbard archipelago can soon turn into a Crimea similar 

situation, with tensions between different population groups on the island rising and the nearest NATO 

base capable of responding being over twice as far away as Narguskoye Air base, which would be fully 

able to launch an attack on Svalbard.29 (Image 1: Narguskoye Air Base, 2017. Source: Russian Ministry 

of Defense), (Image 2: Arctic Region, Franz Josef Islands and Svalbard archipelago included. Source: 

Wilsoncenter).  

 

The Russian Northern Fleet: 
The northern fleet of Russia's navy is of another great concern for NATO when regarding the 

Arctic region. Reports about the condition of the fleet differ, yet it is considered the largest of the four 

navy branches of the Russian military, with the Arctic force consisting of over 20 surface vessels and 

even more submarines,30 with other reports considering the number more than double of that. According 

to retired U.S. Captain Bott in 2021, a nearly two decade long investment and development of the 

northern fleet has led to a great improvement in its might and in its offensive capabilities.31 Yet this 

improvement could not be sustained, shows a recent report by the Norwegian Intelligence, as the 

resources and labour is scarce since the costly and destructive war in Ukraine, with ships taking 

significantly longer time to repair and the fleet being in worse shape than before the war.32 Still the 

northern fleet remains a significant threat to the region and one vital in any Russian led large scale naval 

altercation.  

 

Russian Nuclear Activities in the Region: 
Connected to the strong fleet of the north the 

Russians also have submarines able to fire nuclear 

ballistic missiles which have been delivered tested in 

the Arctic region, with some also coming from nearby 

land stations.33 These submarines were loaded in 

nearby ports in the Barents Sea, with tests in 2022 

expanding to also include cruise missiles being 

released airborne.34 The tests being conducted very 

closely after the beginning of Russia's war against Ukraine have also been seen as a warning for the 

West before great involvement in the Ukraine conflict. A few months ago the Russian Federation again 

tested long-range nuclear-powered, nuclear capable cruise missiles, as well as its underwater 

counterpart, and nuclear submarines.35 These exercises all serve the purpose of western intimidation, 

while overshadowing the significant problems in the Russian army, especially also in nuclear security 

with pure strength. (Image: Russian nuclear-capable missile, launching from a test site in the Arctic 

region, Source: Russian Ministry of Defence). 

In addition to the nuclear weapon programmes, nuclear energy infrastructure and nuclear 
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powered sea vessels also pose a threat to neighbouring countries with concerns of nuclear pollution 

rising after recent leakages and the continuous disallowance of international observatory bodies to 

create unbiased assessments of the nuclear situation present.36 

 
China's Interest: 
​ As of recently two new potential conflicts of interests with the Alliance have arisen. China, 

although remaining diplomatic and pragmatic, has expressed interest in expanding their trading sphere 

and making it more effective through using the, through the melting ice, faster and easier to navigate 

Northeastern Sea Route. Furthermore, China has an active interest in different raw materials located in 

the Arctic region. This does not directly pose a threat to NATO security, however, there have been 

concerns of possible dual use infrastructure being built by China in the region in form of research facility 

and satellite related infrastructure, their strong cooperation with Russia, as well as a growing concern 

over military advancements, shifting power balances in the region through innovative technologies, for 

example, China’s icebreakers being the largest in the world.37 

 

Major Parties Involved: 
Arctic Council: 
​ The Arctic Council is considered the most influential intergovernmental forum in the Arctic region 

which serves as a dialogue between the eight Arctic states. Due to major differences in policy between 

Russia and the other members the main focus of the Arctic Council is the preservation of the Arctic 

region and environment as well as communication and cooperation between the different states and 

indigenous groups inhabiting the area.38 39 

 

Arctic Security Forces Roundtable (ASFR): 
​ The Arctic Security Forces Roundtable (ASFR) was founded in 2010 to enhance cooperation 

amongst the Arctic states except Russia which over the course of the past 15 years have all become part 

of the NATO Alliance. The underlying idea of the ASFR is to serve as a forum to discuss security policies 

relating to the Arctic region to overcome regional challenges and present a unified front. It is the only 

military forum to discuss active measures to enhance the defense of the northern border, with the whole 

ASFR being organised in a military manner, without direct political participation.40 41 

 

United States (U.S.): 
​ The U.S. maintains arguably the strongest military in the world.42 The U.S. state of Alaska has 

regions in the Arctic region and the U.S. has massively contributed and led initiatives establishing 

satellite and radar infrastructure in different Arctic countries as well as having military bases in Europe 

and also in Greenland. In 2025 President Donald Trump created an uproar after stating the wish to 
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purchase Greenland and after that was declined threatening to take it by force. This hurt the trust and the 

face of the NATO Alliance. Although Trump did not follow through with his plans this episode hurt the 

trust in the U.S. as a reliable international partner and raised questions regarding the sustainability of the 

alliance. In the winter of 2025 President D. Trump reiterated a U.S. claim over Greenland appointing 

Gov. Jeff Landry as a Special Envoy to Greenland.  

 
Norway: 
Norway being like all other Arctic states of great significance due to research, satellite, and military 

facilities existing in the region as well as rich in natural resources, is still to be differentiated from the 

other Nordic states. After the Svalbard treaty Norway has full sovereignty over the Svalbard island group, 

which is considered to be a possible tipping point into open confrontation with Russia. Svalbard is one of 

the nearest areas of land to the North Pole, making it interesting for science, surveillance, and satellite 

infrastructure. In the treaty it is decided that Svalbard can not be militarised leaving it fairly exposed to 

Russian aggression.43 44 

 

Denmark (Greenland): 
​ Denmark itself is too far south to be considered part of the Arctic region, but it does have 

territorial sovereignty over, self-governing Greenland, the largest island in the world. Greenland is of 

strong geopolitical and military importance, being also a major reason for the renowned interest of 

President D. Trump in acquiring the island, hosting the U.S. Pituffik Space Base, essential for space 

surveillance and early warning systems, as well as being part of the GIUK Gap (Greenland, Iceland and, 

the U.K.), which was a key anti-submarine warfare checkpoint, remaining to be essential to monitor the 

Russian naval movements in the Atlantic and Arctic Ocean.45 

 

Russian Federation: 
Although Russia is one of the key territorial influences of that region, its position exceeds its 

amount of territory. Russia is considered the major threat to Europe at the current time period as well as 

able to invade major NATO positions in the Arctic region like Svalbard, through their strong military 

presence in the region.46 They’re the only Arctic country not to be part of NATO and known for their 

hostile behaviour and rhetoric towards member states of the Alliance. During the conflict in Ukraine they 

have drawn extensive criticism for disregard for international law.47 In the case of the Arctic region, they 

have conducted intense military maneuvers and tried to manifest their position as well.48 The Russian 

army is the most well trained and equipped for the Arctic environment.49 

 

Timeline of Events  
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Date Description of event 

1917 The Russian imperial navy establishes the Northern fleet.50 

1920 The Svalbard treaty is signed, deciding on the territorial belonging of the 
Svalbard archipelago.51 

1939 - 1940 The USSR heavily fortified the Arctic region during the time period of the 
Winter War against Finland.52 

1960’s and 1970’s The U.S. and Soviet Union established extensive surveillance systems 
and installations over the Arctic region.53 

2014 Russia reorganised its Northern fleet and made it a modernly equipped 
military unit.54 

2022 - 2023 Sweden and Finland joined the Alliance after growing concern of an 
imminent Russian threat following the invasion of Ukraine, increasing 
the land border to Russia in the east and north.55 

 

Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

​ “NATO will defend Allied interests in the Arctic”, stated the Chair of NATO’s Military Committee 

Admiral Rob Bauer at the Arctic Circle Assembly a year ago.56 57 Clear words, yet a less clearer strategy. 

Throughout recent history, the Arctic strategy has been changing with shifts of different political situations 

and consensus as well as becoming significantly more relevant for the Alliance with the joining of 

Sweden and Finland as NATO member states over the last two years.  

​ Over the past years, specifically in 2022, NATO has answered to the shows of military presence 

of the Russian Federation with its own military maneuvers and activities in the region, with two of the 

largest maneuvers since the cold war taking place in the last couple of years. Also NATO acknowledges 

the need to display their power in this region, stating that a lack of activity would lead to a power vacuum 

that Russia would try to fill. To these exercises with the name of Cold Response exercises Russia was 

invited, however, declined the invitation, with NATO officials stressing the purely defensive sentiment 

behind the exercise.58 59 Newer exercises, like one in 2025 simulated war-like situations on a larger 

scale, like bombing with an aircraft carrier being relocated to the region for the duration of the exercise.60 

​ Additionally to deterrence, NATO has also tried to have strong unity in the Arctic region, which of 

course was also partially undermined by Donald Trump's threats to their ally Denmark regarding their 

territory of Greenland. Despite this, unity is not only displayed through joint military operations, but also 

through multinational infrastructure projects of potential dual use, like radars and satellite communication 

to inform members of the alliance of long term changes in the Arctic region as well as ensuring a fast 

military response could follow potential escalations of the region.61 Also there is strong communication 
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about Arctic policy between the respective member states.  

​ December 4th, 2025 there was also a restructure announced of the NATO command, putting the 

Nordic countries under the command of the Joint Forces Command, in Norfolk, U.S. to ensure an easier 

and clearer distribution of responsibilities to strengthen NATO’s arctic flank.62 

 

Possible Solutions  

​ Solutions concerning the problems in the region often require a high level of delicacy and 

diplomacy. Given the need for swift decisions and existence of red lines which would be unfathomable to 

cross. Yet a long-term Arctic policy needs to also be created taking account of climate change, economic 

interests, and the growing military presence of Russia.63 

​ A further militarisation of the Arctic region by NATO is not unfathomable and in large places 

already happening. It is imperative however to take into account pre-existing laws and treaties preventing 

militarisation, like the Svalbard one, as a non-delicate approach might lead to further escalation of the 

conflict. A point of criticism for militarisation is also that just larger quantities of military expenditures and 

a new arms race will not create long lasting peace but rather put greater stress on the situation and 

increase the probability of full out war.64 There is not an insignificant faction in different governments of 

NATO states calling for an increase of dialogue and proliferation instead of further militarisation. One 

needs to consider however that large parts of the international significance of Russia is directly linked to 

their military, thus raising questions if they would have an interest in demilitarisation.65 

​ Furthermore it is essential to establish red lines and decide on immediate responses if these lines 

are crossed to work against the image that NATO does not react to violations which gives states 

threatening the Alliance the confidence to further violate the sovereignty of member states. Essentially 

NATO has to display strength and unity. Russia will otherwise further their aggressive behaviour 

displayed at the alliance's eastern and northern border with an open military altercation becoming 

evermore likely. Still strength should not be confined as a term to military means. Strong diplomatic unity 

is of equal importance to achieve long-term stability in the region including further dialogue with China. 

Still, the Russian disregard for international law and a rules based order is evident. The conflict in the 

Arctic region is one requiring immediate action as longer waiting will not lead to the problem melting 

away but has the potential to cause catastrophic outcomes. 

 

Endnotes  

Research Report | Page 9 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  



 
 
 

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 26 January 2026 – 30 January 2026  

1.​ Reuters Staff. “NATO Scrambles Jets after Deepest Drone Breach yet into Romania.” Reuters, 25 
Nov. 2025, 
www.reuters.com/world/romania-scrambles-fighter-jets-after-drones-breach-its-airspace-2025-11-
25/. Accessed 26 Nov. 2025. 

2.​ Bellinger III, John B. “How Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Violates International Law.” Council on 
Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 28 Feb. 2022, 
www.cfr.org/article/how-russias-invasion-ukraine-violates-international-law. Accessed 21 Nov. 
2025. 

3.​  NATO. “Strengthening NATO’s Eastern Flank.” Nato.int, 23 Oct. 2025, 
www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/strengthening-natos-eastern-flank. 
Accessed 20 Nov. 2025. 

4.​ Arctic Council. “Arctic States.” Arctic Council, 2017, arctic-council.org/about/states/. Accessed 21 
Nov. 2025. 

5.​  Sönmez, Doğuş. “Russia’s Changing Arctic Policy: From Economic Ambitions to Military 
Dominance.” The Loop, 11 Apr. 2025, 
theloop.ecpr.eu/russias-changing-arctic-policy-from-economic-ambitions-to-military-dominance/. 
Accessed 24 Nov. 2025. 

6.​  Nakano, Jane, and Wiliam Li. “China Launches the Polar Silk Road.” Csis.org, 2 Feb. 2018, 
www.csis.org/analysis/china-launches-polar-silk-road. Accessed 30 Nov. 2025. 

7.​ Stoltenberg, Jens. “NATO Is Stepping up in the High North to Keep Our People Safe.” North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 24 Aug. 2022, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-n
orth-to-keep-our-people-safe. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

8.​ van der Wal, Bart. “NATO’s Polar Pressure Point: The Svalbard Archipelago and the Russian 
Challenge.” The Arctic Institute - Center for Circumpolar Security Studies, 27 Nov. 2025, 
www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/. 
Accessed 29 Nov. 2025. 

9.​  Blank, Stephen. “Russia’s New Arctic Base Continue the Militarization of the High North - 
Jamestown.” Jamestown.org, 11 June 2015, 
jamestown.org/russias-new-arctic-base-continue-the-militarization-of-the-high-north/. Accessed 2 
Dec. 2025. 

10.​ Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Arctic Circle.” Encyclopedia Britannica, 15 Nov. 2025, 
www.britannica.com/place/Arctic-Circle. Accessed 24 Nov. 2025. 

11.​ National Geographic. “Arctic | National Geographic Society.” Education.nationalgeographic.org, 
20 May 2022, education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/arctic/. Accessed 23 Nov. 2025 

12.​ Encyclopaedia Britannia. “North Pole | Geography.” Encyclopedia Britannica, 18 Oct. 2025, 
www.britannica.com/place/North-Pole. Accessed 18 Nov. 2025. 

13.​ Arctic Council. “Arctic States.” Arctic Council, 2017, arctic-council.org/about/states/. Accessed 21 
Nov. 2025. 

14.​ Arctic Portal. “Northeast Passage - Arctic Portal.” Arcticportal.org, 2024, 
arcticportal.org/shipping-portlet/shipping-routes/northeast-passage. Accessed 30 Nov. 2025. 

15.​ Transport Geography. “Polar Shipping Routes | the Geography of Transport Systems.” The 
Geography of Transport Systems, 
transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/transportation-and-space/polar-shipping-routes/. 
Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

16.​ Nakano, Jane, and Wiliam Li. “China Launches the Polar Silk Road.” Csis.org, 2 Feb. 2018, 
www.csis.org/analysis/china-launches-polar-silk-road. Accessed 30 Nov. 2025. 

17.​ Stoltenberg, Jens. “NATO Is Stepping up in the High North to Keep Our People Safe.” North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 24 Aug. 2022, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-n
orth-to-keep-our-people-safe. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

18.​ ICRC. “Article 48 - Basic Rule.” Icrc.org, 2022, 
ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-48. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

Research Report | Page 10 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  

http://www.reuters.com/world/romania-scrambles-fighter-jets-after-drones-breach-its-airspace-2025-11-25/
http://www.reuters.com/world/romania-scrambles-fighter-jets-after-drones-breach-its-airspace-2025-11-25/
http://www.cfr.org/article/how-russias-invasion-ukraine-violates-international-law
http://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/strengthening-natos-eastern-flank
http://arctic-council.org/about/states/
http://theloop.ecpr.eu/russias-changing-arctic-policy-from-economic-ambitions-to-military-dominance/
http://www.csis.org/analysis/china-launches-polar-silk-road
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/
http://jamestown.org/russias-new-arctic-base-continue-the-militarization-of-the-high-north/
http://www.britannica.com/place/Arctic-Circle
http://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/arctic/
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Pole
http://arctic-council.org/about/states/
http://arcticportal.org/shipping-portlet/shipping-routes/northeast-passage
http://transportgeography.org/contents/chapter1/transportation-and-space/polar-shipping-routes/
http://www.csis.org/analysis/china-launches-polar-silk-road
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-48


 
 
 

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 26 January 2026 – 30 January 2026  

19.​ Revkin, Mara R. “The Dangerous Rise of “Dual-Use” Objects in War | Yale Law Journal.” Yale 
Law Journal, 30 June 2025, 
yalelawjournal.org/article/the-dangerous-rise-of-dual-use-objects-in-war. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

20.​ van der Wal, Bart. “NATO’s Polar Pressure Point: The Svalbard Archipelago and the Russian 
Challenge.” The Arctic Institute - Center for Circumpolar Security Studies, 27 Nov. 2025, 
www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/. 
Accessed 29 Nov. 2025. 

21.​ Falco, Gregory, et al. “Undercover Infrastructure Dual-Use Arctic Satellite Ground Stations.” CIGI 
Papers, vol. 291, no. 291, 2024, www.cigionline.org/documents/2583/no.291_HM8ToWL.pdf. 
Accessed 30 Nov. 2025.  

22.​ Marsh, David. “Ever Forward: The Unique Relationship between the Arctic and Space.” Wilson 
Center, 2019, 
www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ever-forward-unique-relationship-between-arctic-and-space. 
Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

23.​ ESA. “Managing Signals at the Top of the World.” Www.esa.int, 
www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Preparing_for_the_Future/Space_for_Earth/Arctic/Managing_sign
als_at_the_top_of_the_world. Accessed 29 Nov. 2025. 

24.​ Staalesen, Atle. “Cruise Missiles over Franz Josef Land - ArcticToday.” ArcticToday, 14 Sept. 
2025, www.arctictoday.com/cruise-missiles-over-franz-josef-land/. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

25.​ Staalesen, Atle. “At Northernmost Military Base Nagurskoye, a Show of New Radar and Chinese 
Anti-Drone Weapon.” Thebarentsobserver.com, thebarentsobserver, 8 Apr. 2025, 
www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/at-northernmost-military-base-nagurskoye-a-show-of-new-
radar-and-chinese-antidrone-weapon/427909. Accessed 31 Nov. 2025. 

26.​ Rogoway, Tyler. “Massive Expansion Underway at Russia’s Northernmost Arctic Air Base 
(Updated).” The War Zone, 23 Aug. 2021, 
www.twz.com/42116/massive-expansion-underway-at-russias-highly-strategic-northernmost-arcti
c-air-base. Accessed 29 Nov. 2025.  

27.​ Svalbard Museum. “The Svalbard Treaty - Svalbard Museum.” Svalbardmuseum.no, 
svalbardmuseum.no/en/the-svalbard-treaty. Accessed 18 Nov. 2025. 

28.​ Hedlund, Stefan. “Norway under Pressure in the Arctic – GIS Reports.” GIS Reports, 14 July 
2025, www.gisreportsonline.com/r/norway-russia-svalbard/. Accessed 28 Nov. 2025. 

29.​ van der Wal, Bart. “NATO’s Polar Pressure Point: The Svalbard Archipelago and the Russian 
Challenge.” The Arctic Institute - Center for Circumpolar Security Studies, 27 Nov. 2025, 
www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/. 
Accessed 29 Nov. 2025. 

30.​ Borzillo, Laurent. “The Russian Navy and the Arctic: A New Reality, Old Challenges.” Network for 
Strategic Analysis (NSA), 23 Aug. 2023, 
ras-nsa.ca/the-russian-navy-and-the-arctic-a-new-reality-old-challenges/. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

31.​ Bott, Christopher. “Responding to Russia’s Northern Fleet.” U.S. Naval Institute, 1 Mar. 2021, 
www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2021/march/responding-russias-northern-fleet. Accessed 1 
Dec. 2025. 

32.​ Nilsen, Thomas. “Northern Fleet Faces Wide Gap between Ambitions and Resources, Intel 
Report.” Thebarentsobserver.com, thebarentsobserver, 5 Feb. 2025, 
www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/northern-fleet-faces-wide-gap-between-ambitions-and-res
ources-intel-report/424194. Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

33.​ Grau, Dr. Lester. “Russia Conducts Nuclear-Delivery Tests in the Arctic | T2COM G2 Operational 
Environment Enterprise.” T2COM G2 Operational Environment Enterprise, 19 Sept. 2025, 
oe.tradoc.army.mil/product/russia-conducts-nuclear-delivery-tests-in-the-arctic/. Accessed 26 
Nov. 2025. 

34.​ Nilsen, Thomas. “Russia Tested All Legs of Nuclear Triad over the Arctic.” 
Thebarentsobserver.com, thebarentsobserver, 26 Oct. 2022, 
www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/russia-tested-all-legs-of-nuclear-triad-over-the-arctic/1633
85. Accessed 25 Nov. 2025. 

35.​ Nilsen, Thomas. “The Arctic Has Again Become Moscow’s Nuclear Bluster Playground.” 
Thebarentsobserver.com, thebarentsobserver, 2 Nov. 2025, 

Research Report | Page 11 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  

http://yalelawjournal.org/article/the-dangerous-rise-of-dual-use-objects-in-war
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/
http://www.cigionline.org/documents/2583/no.291_HM8ToWL.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ever-forward-unique-relationship-between-arctic-and-space
http://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Preparing_for_the_Future/Space_for_Earth/Arctic/Managing_signals_at_the_top_of_the_world
http://www.esa.int/Enabling_Support/Preparing_for_the_Future/Space_for_Earth/Arctic/Managing_signals_at_the_top_of_the_world
http://www.arctictoday.com/cruise-missiles-over-franz-josef-land/
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/at-northernmost-military-base-nagurskoye-a-show-of-new-radar-and-chinese-antidrone-weapon/427909
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/at-northernmost-military-base-nagurskoye-a-show-of-new-radar-and-chinese-antidrone-weapon/427909
http://www.twz.com/42116/massive-expansion-underway-at-russias-highly-strategic-northernmost-arctic-air-base
http://www.twz.com/42116/massive-expansion-underway-at-russias-highly-strategic-northernmost-arctic-air-base
http://svalbardmuseum.no/en/the-svalbard-treaty
http://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/norway-russia-svalbard/
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/
http://ras-nsa.ca/the-russian-navy-and-the-arctic-a-new-reality-old-challenges/
http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2021/march/responding-russias-northern-fleet
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/northern-fleet-faces-wide-gap-between-ambitions-and-resources-intel-report/424194
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/northern-fleet-faces-wide-gap-between-ambitions-and-resources-intel-report/424194
http://oe.tradoc.army.mil/product/russia-conducts-nuclear-delivery-tests-in-the-arctic/
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/russia-tested-all-legs-of-nuclear-triad-over-the-arctic/163385
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/russia-tested-all-legs-of-nuclear-triad-over-the-arctic/163385


 
 
 

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 26 January 2026 – 30 January 2026  

www.thebarentsobserver.com/opinion/the-arctic-has-again-become-moscows-nuclear-bluster-pla
yground/439630. Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

36.​ Starchak, Maxim. “Russia’s Arctic Policy Poses a Growing Nuclear Threat.” Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 1 Nov. 2024, 
carnegieendowment.org/russia-eurasia/politika/2024/10/russia-arctic-nuclear-threat?lang=en. 
Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

37.​ Stoltenberg, Jens. “NATO Is Stepping up in the High North to Keep Our People Safe.” North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 24 Aug. 2022, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-n
orth-to-keep-our-people-safe. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

38.​ The Arctic Council. “The Arctic Council.” Arctic Council, arctic-council.org. Accessed 19 Nov. 
2025. 

39.​ German Arctic Office. “Norway in the Arctic.” Arctic-Office.de, Mar. 2024, 
www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Polic
y_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

40.​ The Watch. “ASFR - the Watch.” The Watch, 27 Dec. 2024, thewatch-journal.com/asfr/. 
Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

41.​ U.S. European Command. “Arctic Security Takes Center Stage during Military Talks.” Eucom.mil, 
2023, www.eucom.mil/article/42511/arctic-security-takes-center-stage-during-military-talks. 
Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

42.​ Office of the Historian. “Milestones: 1866–1898 - Office of the Historian.” State.gov, 2019, 
history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/alaska-purchase. Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

43.​ German Arctic Office. “Norway in the Arctic.” Arctic-Office.de, Mar. 2024, 
www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Polic
y_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

44.​ Svalbard Museum. “The Svalbard Treaty - Svalbard Museum.” Svalbardmuseum.no, 
svalbardmuseum.no/en/the-svalbard-treaty. Accessed 18 Nov. 2025. 

45.​ Spence, Jennifer, and Elizabeth Hanlon. “Explainer: The Geopolitical Significance of Greenland.” 
The Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 16 Jan. 2025, 
www.belfercenter.org/research-analysis/explainer-geopolitical-significance-greenland. Accessed 
1 Dec. 2025. 

46.​ Sönmez, Doğuş. “Russia’s Changing Arctic Policy: From Economic Ambitions to Military 
Dominance.” The Loop, 11 Apr. 2025, 
theloop.ecpr.eu/russias-changing-arctic-policy-from-economic-ambitions-to-military-dominance/. 
Accessed 24 Nov. 2025. 

47.​ Bellinger III, John B. “How Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Violates International Law.” Council on 
Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 28 Feb. 2022, 
www.cfr.org/article/how-russias-invasion-ukraine-violates-international-law. Accessed 21 Nov. 
2025. 

48.​ Grau, Dr. Lester. “Russia Conducts Nuclear-Delivery Tests in the Arctic | T2COM G2 Operational 
Environment Enterprise.” T2COM G2 Operational Environment Enterprise, 19 Sept. 2025, 
oe.tradoc.army.mil/product/russia-conducts-nuclear-delivery-tests-in-the-arctic/. Accessed 26 
Nov. 2025. 

49.​ Mills, Claire. “Nuclear Weapons at a Glance: Russia.” House of Commons Library, 31 Oct. 2024, 
commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9091/. Accessed 4 Dec. 2025. 

50.​ Encyclopedia . “Northern Fleet | Encyclopedia.com.” Encyclopedia.com, 1 Dec. 2025, 
www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/northern-fleet. 
Accessed 3 Dec. 2025. 

51.​ Stortinget. “The Svalbard Treaty.” Stortinget, 25 July 2025, 
www.stortinget.no/en/In-English/About-the-Storting/historical-highlights/the-svalbard-treaty/. 
Accessed 29 Nov. 2025. 

52.​ Chersicla, Rick. “What Free Men Can Do: The WinTer War, the Use of Delay, and Lessons for 
the 21sT CenTUry CPT RICK CHERSICLA.” 

Research Report | Page 12 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  

http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/opinion/the-arctic-has-again-become-moscows-nuclear-bluster-playground/439630
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/opinion/the-arctic-has-again-become-moscows-nuclear-bluster-playground/439630
http://carnegieendowment.org/russia-eurasia/politika/2024/10/russia-arctic-nuclear-threat?lang=en
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://arctic-council.org
http://www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Policy_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf
http://www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Policy_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf
http://thewatch-journal.com/asfr/
http://www.eucom.mil/article/42511/arctic-security-takes-center-stage-during-military-talks
http://history.state.gov/milestones/1866-1898/alaska-purchase
http://www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Policy_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf
http://www.arctic-office.de/fileadmin/user_upload/www.arctic-office.de/PDF_uploads/Fact_Sheets/Policy_Brief_Norwegen_Analyse_web_eng_mit_Literatur.pdf
http://svalbardmuseum.no/en/the-svalbard-treaty
http://www.belfercenter.org/research-analysis/explainer-geopolitical-significance-greenland
http://theloop.ecpr.eu/russias-changing-arctic-policy-from-economic-ambitions-to-military-dominance/
http://www.cfr.org/article/how-russias-invasion-ukraine-violates-international-law
http://oe.tradoc.army.mil/product/russia-conducts-nuclear-delivery-tests-in-the-arctic/
http://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9091/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/northern-fleet
http://www.stortinget.no/en/In-English/About-the-Storting/historical-highlights/the-svalbard-treaty/


 
 
 

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 26 January 2026 – 30 January 2026  

53.​ Lajeunesse, Adam. “The RCN in the Arctic: A Brief History.” Naval Association of Canada, May 
2019, www.navalassoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Lajeunesse-RCN-Arctic.pdf. Accessed 2 
Dec. 2025. 

54.​ Kjellén, Jonas . “The Russian Northern Fleet and the (Re)Militarisation of the Arctic | Arctic 
Review on Law and Politics.” Arcticreview.no, Mar. 2022, 
arcticreview.no/index.php/arctic/article/view/3338/6320. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

55.​ Chatterjee, Phelan. “Are Sweden and Finland Going from Neutral to Nato?” BBC News, 11 July 
2023, www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61397478. Accessed 25 Nov. 2025. 

56.​ NATO. ““NATO Will Defend Allied Interests in the Arctic” Says Chair of NATO Military 
Committee.” North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 21 Oct. 2024, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2024/10/21/nato-will-defend-allied-interests-in-th
e-arctic-says-chair-of-nato-military-committee. Accessed 25 Nov. 2025. 

57.​ Bauer, Rob. “Speech.” North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 19 Oct. 2024, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2024/10/19/speech  Accessed 25 Nov. 
2025. 

58.​ NATO. “Press Conference.” North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 25 Mar. 2022, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/03/25/press-conference?selectedLocal
e=. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

59.​ Stoltenberg, Jens. “NATO Is Stepping up in the High North to Keep Our People Safe.” North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 24 Aug. 2022, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-n
orth-to-keep-our-people-safe. Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

60.​ Nilsen, Thomas. “Massive NATO Show of Force in Nordic Region Sends Message to Russia.” 
Thebarentsobserver.com, thebarentsobserver, 27 Sept. 2025, 
www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-messa
ge-to-russia/437892.  Accessed 1 Dec. 2025. 

61.​ NATO. “NATO, Industry and Innovators Discuss Arctic Space Security.” North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), 12 Nov. 2025, 
www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2025/11/12/nato-industry-and-innovators-discuss
-arctic-space-security. Accessed 2 Dec. 2025. 

62.​ Reuters Staff. “NATO Restructures Command to Boost Security in North.” Reuters, 4 Dec. 2025, 
www.reuters.com/world/nato-restructures-command-boost-security-north-2025-12-04/. Accessed 
4 Dec. 2025. 

63.​ Crépin, Anne-Sophie, et al. “Arctic Climate Change, Economy and Society (ACCESS): 
Integrated Perspectives.” Ambio, vol. 46, no. S3, 24 Oct. 2017, pp. 341–354, 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5673869/, https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-017-0953-3. 
Accessed 3 Dec. 2025. 

64.​ Demirel, Özlem , and André Crispen. “The European Union on the Path to War - 
Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung.” Rosalux.de, 27 June 2025, 
www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/53554/the-european-union-on-the-path-to-war. Accessed 3 Dec. 
2025. 

65.​ Rácz, András. “Russia’s Power Is Increasingly Defined by Its Military Might | Internationale Politik 
Quarterly.” Ip-Quarterly.com, 31 Mar. 2022, 
ip-quarterly.com/en/russias-power-increasingly-defined-its-military-might. Accessed 3 Dec. 2025. 

 

Appendix or Appendices 

Useful Links for Further Research 

1.​ www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/ 
2.​ https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10262/ 
3.​ https://www.act.nato.int/article/evolving-dynamics-high-north/   

Research Report | Page 13 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  

http://www.navalassoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Lajeunesse-RCN-Arctic.pdf
http://arcticreview.no/index.php/arctic/article/view/3338/6320
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61397478
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2024/10/21/nato-will-defend-allied-interests-in-the-arctic-says-chair-of-nato-military-committee
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2024/10/21/nato-will-defend-allied-interests-in-the-arctic-says-chair-of-nato-military-committee
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2024/10/19/speech
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/03/25/press-conference?selectedLocale=
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/03/25/press-conference?selectedLocale=
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/events/transcripts/2022/08/24/nato-is-stepping-up-in-the-high-north-to-keep-our-people-safe
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-message-to-russia/437892
http://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-message-to-russia/437892
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2025/11/12/nato-industry-and-innovators-discuss-arctic-space-security
http://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2025/11/12/nato-industry-and-innovators-discuss-arctic-space-security
http://www.reuters.com/world/nato-restructures-command-boost-security-north-2025-12-04/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5673869/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-017-0953-3
http://www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/53554/the-european-union-on-the-path-to-war
http://ip-quarterly.com/en/russias-power-increasingly-defined-its-military-might
http://www.thearcticinstitute.org/natos-polar-pressure-point-svalbard-archipelago-russian-challenge/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10262/
https://www.act.nato.int/article/evolving-dynamics-high-north/


 
 
 

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 26 January 2026 – 30 January 2026  

4.​ https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-
message-to-russia/437892  
 

Research Report | Page 14 of 14 
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 | 27th January 2026 – 31st January 2026  

https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-message-to-russia/437892
https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/massive-nato-show-of-force-in-nordic-region-sends-message-to-russia/437892

