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Introduction

The issue of safeguarding LGBTQ+ cultural narratives and safe spaces has been discussed by
the UN for several decades, leading to no real satisfactory conclusion seeing as, since 1980, 57
countries have decreased in their overall acceptance of LGBTQ+ citizens, and an additional 62 have
remained stagnant on their position." This poses an immense risk to LGBTQ+ persons throughout the
globe, as their lives and livelihoods are being put on the line daily because of the stigmas that surround
sexual orientation and gender identities.

There is a phrase which says “History will call them Best Friends”, or similar variants. This phrase
refers to the thousands of historical instances in which a non-heteronormative couple was documented,
in some capacity, as friends to avoid discussing the romantic relationship which was truly being lived.
This stigmatic reaction towards LGBTQ+ relationships has been maintained for centuries. In an age
where progress happens faster than any time in history, the lack of progress in addressing the disdain
and persecution with which society approaches these individuals is becoming increasingly alarming. The
presence of LGBTQ+ safe spaces and narratives, therefore, is becoming more and more necessary as
these spaces allow for Sexual and Gender Minorities (SGMs) worldwide to have places in which they are

able to exist without fear of persecution.

Definition of Key Terms

References law made that define certain sexual acts as crimes, often homosexual manners of

sexual intercourse.
An acronym for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
An acronym used to refer to Sexual and Gender Minorities
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Background Information

LGBTQ+ citizens are at a distinctly higher risk of developing mental health disorders because of
the persecution they face in their daily lives. Research on minority stress-related injuries among Sexual
and Gender Minorities (SGMs) is critically low.? However, it has been proven that SGMs suffer more
frequently from mental strife due to their sexual and gender orientation. This strife is due to the assorted
different forms of persecution and discrimination LGBTQ+ persons face in their everyday lives, including
physical and sexual violence, harassment, force conversion attempts, and feeling unsafe in public.

Furthermore, LGBTQ+ persons who have suffered atrocities are often unable or unwilling to
report them in fear of the repercussions they may face given the ongoing campaign against their culture
and history, which is why the need for preservation of cultural narratives and the creation of safe spaces
is crucial.> While there are nations establishing safe havens to rectify this historical trend, often
individuals who are impacted would have to relocate from their home, abandon family, and begin entirely

anew to receive those benefits.

The primary difference between spaces that are safe for LGBTQ+ persons and not, lies in the
legislation within the nation and the cultural stereotypes about SGMs. For example, the Icelandic
government, which is frequently revered as very accepting of LGBTQ+ citizens, has multiple pieces of
legislation passed allowing for gender autonomy, and a longstanding agreement with the National
Queer Association of Iceland that offer education for all LGBTQ+ citizens and their families, on subjects
such as Gender Identity and Expression, and Sexual Orientation.® This education allows for the

LGBTQ+ narrative that has been neglected, to be nationally known.
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Additionally, the French government regularly publishes information promoting the spreading of

credible information about LGBTQ+ people and rights worldwide (see figure 1.)* Multiple studies, such
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as studies, have proven public education is crucial for the continual global destigmatization of SGMs,

ultimately establishing France as a safe-space for LGBTQ+ persons.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

In the past, several resolutions have been passed, and several NGOs created attempting to

safeguard LGTBQ+ cultural spaces and narratives such as, but not limited to:
e The creation of the UN LGBTI Core Group
e Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity, 14/07/2011 (A/HRC/RES/17/19)
e The UN Free & Equal Campaign

e Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 30 June 2016 - 32/2. Protection
against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity,
15/07/2015, (AJHRC/RES/32/2)

e Elimination of discrimination against women and girls in sports, 04/04/209,
(AVJHRC/RES/40/5)

e General Assembly Resolution on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions (EJE).

Every resolution, group made, or speech given in the UN allows for the safeguarding of LGBTQ+
cultural narratives and safe spaces to become more viable, while also bringing the issue into the

forefront of international diplomatic focus.

As previously mentioned Iceland is revered as one the most accepting countries of LGBTQ+
citizens in the world because of its extensive Pro-LGBTQ+ legislation and general positive attitude
towards SGMs. In addition, Iceland fervently promotes public education on LGBTQ+ topics in order to
prevent the further development or existence of negative stigmas that are often the breeding ground for
hatred, and hate crimes.®

LGBTQ+ citizens in Azerbaijan, which is regarded as the least accepting country of SGMs, often
have to hide their identities, opting to move to bigger cities because of the anonymity they provide. Since

the Azerbaijani government has only existed since 1991, the government is still actively developing in all
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capacities. This, combined with the still developing school system, and lack of pro-LGBTQ+ legislation,

makes Azerbaijan an incredibly unsafe location for SGMs.’

Syria is also regarded as one of the more unsafe nations for LGBTQ+ citizens due to being in a
constant state of war since 2011, due to their current civil unrest. The atrocities committed by Syria in
times of war, especially against LGBTQ+ persons, are more frequent, more deadly, and leave more
lasting effects than those frequently committed by Azerbaijan. Such atrocities include, forced sexual
encounters, involuntary sexual examinations, physical torture, execution, and forced conversion

treatments that extend vastly beyond the constraints of the law. &

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1924 Peru’s 1924 Penal Code officially decriminalises private, consensual,

same-sex activity, becoming the first nation to do so.°

1994 Toonen V. Australia - Toonen brings a complaint to the Human Rights

Committee, ending the last sodomy law in Australia. '°

1995 Bev Ditsie speaks at the Fourth Conference on Women in Beijing,

becoming the first openly lesbian woman to ever do so. °

2000 Sexual orientation is added to a GA assembly for the first time in the
General Assembly Resolution on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary
Executions (EJE).

2013 UN Free & Equal Campaign launched by OHCHR.
2016 Independent expert on SOGI mandate position is created.
2022 Rosanna Flamer - Caldera v. Sri Lanka.

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

Other historical attempts to solve the issue include the implementation of pro LGBTQ+ legislation,

local-level lawsuits, the EU Equal Treatment Directive, and Local or international Pro-LGTQ+ non profit
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organizations such as equal ground and the Arcus Foundation. As well. The UN has passed several
resolutions on the issue such as the “Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity” resolution
which was the first to be based on SOGI. As well, the UN has integrated LGBTQ+ narrative discussions
into several General Assemblies. All of these are minor, yet necessary steps, that have gotten the world

significantly closer to being a global safe space for SGMs.

Possible Solutions

The implementation of legislation that protects LGBTQ+ persons rights allows for legal protection
of SGMs. This, in turn, would allow for more LGBTQ+ related hate crimes to be reported, as the

SGMs are able to trust that those who persecuted them will be prosecuted under the new law.

The public education on LGBTQ+ narratives allows for SGMs to feel comfortable in their position,
understand the reality of it, while also destigmatizing LGBTQ+ narratives in the nation that this

education is present in.

The progressive destigmatization of LGBTQ+ persons in the media allows for society to become
more accustomed to their presence, ultimately allowing the public to feel more comfortable with
LGBTQ+ narratives, preserving their history for what it truly is rather than what society feels

comfortable with.

Research Report | Page 5 of 9
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26'" January 2026 — 30" January 2026



10.

The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26" January 2026 — 30™ January 2026

Endnotes

UCLA School of Law Williams Institute. “Social Acceptance of LGBTI People in 175 Countries and
Locations.” Williams Institute, November 2021,
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/global-acceptance-index-Igbt/ . Accessed 3 December
2025.

National Institute of Health. “Mental Health challenges within the LGBTQ community: A social
imperative.” PubMed Central, 11 September 2024, https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC11504819/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

Government of Iceland. “LGBIT Action Programme for the period of 2022-2025.” Government of Iceland,
June 2022, https://www.government.is/topics/human-rights-and-equality/equality/Igbti-affairs/ . Accessed
3 December 2025.

Berthon's, Jean. “French action for LGBT+ rights - Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs.” France
Diplomatie, January 2025,
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/human-rights/french-action-for-Igbt-rights/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

Recuplib of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Republic of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
https://www.mfa.gov.az/en . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Government of Iceland. “LGBIT Action Programme for the period of 2022-2025.” Government of Iceland,
June 2022, https://www.government.is/topics/human-rights-and-equality/equality/Igbti-affairs/ . Accessed
3 December 2025.

Recuplib of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Republic of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
https://www.mfa.gov.az/en . Accessed 3 December 2025.

The Danish Institute for Human Rights. “Study on Homophobia, Transphobia and Discrimination of
Grounds of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.” 1/12.
https://www.government.is/topics/human-rights-and-equality/equality/Igbti-affairs/, Accessed 3 December
2025.

Labouchere, Henry. “A History of LGBT Criminalisation.” Human Dignity Trust, 5 November 2025,
https://www.humandignitytrust.org/Igbt-the-law/a-history-of-criminalisation/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.
UN LGBTI Core Group. “LGBTI Milestones at the United Nations.” Un LGBTI Core Group,

https://unigbticoregroup.org/home/Igbti-milestones-at-the-united-nations/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Research Report | Page 6 of 9
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26'" January 2026 — 30" January 2026



The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26" January 2026 — 30™ January 2026

Bibliography
Arcus Foundation. “Our Vision.” Arcus Foundation | Push Boundaries. Make Change.,

https://www.arcusfoundation.org/. Accessed 3 December 2025.

Barnes, Andre, and Michel Bédard. “Omnibus Bills: Frequently Asked Questions.” Library of Parliament,
2012, https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_ CA/ResearchPublications/201279E . Accessed 3
December 2025.

Berthon's, Jean. “French action for LGBT+ rights - Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs.” France
Diplomatie, January 2025,
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/human-rights/french-action-for-Igbt-rights/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

The Danish Institute for Human Rights. “Study on Homophobia, Transphobia and Discrimination of
Grounds of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity.” 1/12.
https://www.government.is/topics/human-rights-and-equality/equality/Igbti-affairs/, Accessed 3 December
2025.

Equal Ground. “Who we are.” Home - EQUAL GROUND, https://www.equal-ground.org/ . Accessed 3
December 2025.

Glaad. “2025 GLAAD ALERT Desk Report.” GLAAD, 2025, https://glaad.org/2025-alert-desk/. Accessed
3 December 2025.

Government of Iceland. “LGBIT Action Programme for the period of 2022-2025.” Government of Iceland,
June 2022, https://www.government.is/topics/human-rights-and-equality/equality/Igbti-affairs/ . Accessed
3 December 2025.

GPP / Arcus Foundation. “International LGBTI Inclusive Funders List.” Global Philanthropy Project,
February 2025, https://globalphilanthropyproject.org/2017/01/10/global-Igbti-grants-fellowships/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

“‘Homosexuality or transgender identity/transsexuality.” Queer refugees welcome,
https://www.queerrefugeeswelcome.de/en/homosexuality-or-transgender-identitytranssexuality .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

Research Report | Page 7 of 9
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26'" January 2026 — 30" January 2026



The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26" January 2026 — 30™ January 2026

Human Rights First. “Human Rights and Democracy.” Human Rights First: Home,

https://humanrightsfirst.org/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Labouchere, Henry. “A History of LGBT Criminalisation.” Human Dignity Trust, 5 November 2025,

https://www.humandignitytrust.org/lgbt-the-law/a-history-of-criminalisation/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Legal Information Institute. “ecclesiastical law | Wex | US Law | LII / Legal Information Institute.” Cornell

Law School, https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/ecclesiastical_law . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Milk, Harvey. U.S. Virtual Embassy Iran, 2016,
https://ir.usembassy.gov/bringing-people-hope-harvey-milk-and-the-gay-rights-movement-in-america/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

National Institute of Health. “Identity in turmoil: Investigating the morally injurious dimensions of minority
stress.” National Library of Medicine, 19 June 2025, https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC12180350/
. Accessed 3 December 2025.

National Institute of Health. “Mental Health challenges within the LGBTQ community: A social
imperative.” PubMed Central, 11 September 2024, https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC11504819/ .
Accessed 3 December 2025.

Pan American Health Organization, and World Health Organization. “LGBT advocates say stigma and
discrimination are major barriers to health.” PAHO, 13 December 2016,
https://www.paho.org/en/news/13-12-2016-Igbt-advocates-say-stigma-and-discrimination-are-major-barri

ers-health . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Poitras, Colin. “The 'Global Closet' is Huge—Vast Majority of World's Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Population
Hide Orientation, YSPH Study Finds.” Yale School of Medicine, 13 June 2019,
https://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/the-global-closet-is-hugevast-majority-of-worlds-lesbian-gay-bisex

ual-population-hide-orientation-ysph-study-finds/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Recuplib of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Republic of Azerbaijan Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

https://www.mfa.gov.az/en . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Red Cross. “Still a blind spot: the protection of LGBT persons during armed conflict and other situations
of violence.” International Review of the Red Cross, vol. 1-2-3, 2018, pp. 1-29.
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/r39345.pdf .

Research Report | Page 8 of 9
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26'" January 2026 — 30" January 2026



The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26" January 2026 — 30™ January 2026

“Sexual Offences Act 1967.” Legislation.gov.uk, 1967,
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1967/60/pdfs/ukpga_19670060_en.pdf . Accessed 3 December
2025.

“Sexual orientation - Province of British Columbia.” Gov.bc.ca, 8 January 2025,
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase/diversity-and-inclusion/sexual-orientation . Accessed 3
December 2025.

UCLA School of Law Williams Institute. “Links Between Economic Development and New Measure of
LGBT Inclusion.” UCLA School of Law Williams Institute, March 2018,

https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/gdp-and-Igbt-inclusion/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

UCLA School of Law Williams Institute. “Social Acceptance of LGBTI People in 175 Countries and
Locations.” Williams Institute, November 2021,
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/global-acceptance-index-Igbt/ . Accessed 3 December
2025.

UN. “Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women New York, 18
December 1979.” ohchr, 18 December 1979,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimi

nation-against-women . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Universal Rights Group. “A Rough Guide to the OHCHR.” Universal Rights Group,
https://www.universal-rights.org/human-rights-rough-guides/a-rough-guide-to-the-ohchr/ . Accessed 3
December 2025.

UN LGBTI Core Group. “LGBTI Milestones at the United Nations.” Un LGBTI Core Group,

https://unigbticoregroup.org/home/Igbti-milestones-at-the-united-nations/ . Accessed 3 December 2025.

Van der Veur, Dennis. “Forced Out: LGBT People in Azerbaijan.” Report on ILGA-Europe/COC
Fact-Finding Mission, 2007, pp. 1-74,
https://www.ilga-europe.org/files/uploads/2022/05/Forced-Out-LGBT-People-Azerbaijan.pdf .

Research Report | Page 9 of 9
The Hague International Model United Nations 2026 — 26'" January 2026 — 30" January 2026



