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Introduction

While many people may begin a vegetarian diet for moral reasons, eating less meat and

meat-related products can benefit the environment. The Food and Agriculture Organization of

the United Nations (FAO) concluded in their 2013 report named Tackling climate change

through livestock – A global assessment of emissions and mitigation opportunities that the

livestock industry produces around 14.5 percent of all greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.1

Latest estimates suggest that the global population will increase to 9.6 billion by 2050, which will

lead to a 73% increase in demand for meat. Governments must take action now to prevent the

incoming climate crisis caused by the growing livestock industry.

Furthermore, almost a third of the land is used for livestock production (including grazing

and feeding crops). Nonetheless, livestock only accounts for "18% of the world's calories and

37% of total protein".2 This significant land use has a heavy impact on deforestation,

desertification and land deterioration. Moreover, the livestock industry consumes a lot more

water than the agricultural sector, as one kilogram of grain protein requires 100 times less water

to produce than a kilogram of animal protein.3 This ineffective use of resources cannot continue.

It is important to note that there is a vast difference in carbon emissions between

animals. According to FAO, cattle meat and sheep meat emits 26 and 22 kg CO2 eq per kg

produced, respectively, while pig meat only produces 1.5 kg CO2 eq/kg and chicken meat 0.6 kg

CO2 eq/kg.4 Encouraging the population to switch from cattle and sheep meat to chickens and

pigs can have a substantial positive environmental impact.

4 World Food and Agriculture – Statistical Yearbook 2021
3 Flexitarianism: flexible or part-time vegetarianism - United Nations Partnerships for SDGs platform
2 All our charts on Land Use

1 Tackling Climate Change through Livestock: A global assessment of emissions and mitigation
opportunities

https://www.fao.org/3/cb4477en/cb4477en.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=2252
https://ourworldindata.org/land-use
https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
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An Oxford University study concluded that a vegetarian's carbon footprint is about half of

a meat-eaters.5 This difference makes it clear that one of, if not the best, ways to reduce ones

carbon footprint is by changing eating habits. The youth are vital on this issue, leading the

efforts to turn people away from meat. The youth have the opportunity to reduce their carbon

footprint at a young age and continue to live a carbon responsible life. Furthermore,

vegetarianism has also been linked to health, which is another reason to encourage young

people to introduce vegetarianism into their lives. Breaking the habits of people who have been

eating meat their whole lives is way more complex than convincing young people, and therefore

heads of state should focus on their young population to solve the issue.

When tackling the issue of livestock consumption, one is not just taking on habits; but

cultural conventions, livestock industry workers and whole countries whose economies depend

on that same industry. It can be hard to find the correct balance between all those stakeholders

and climate change, which is why one must not only consider legislation on the meat industry

but ways to make widespread vegetarianism (or a decrease of the livestock industry)

economically and politically feasible.

Definition of Key Terms

Vegetarianism

A lifestyle characterized by the non-consumption of meat. Vegetarians who do not

consume dairy or eggs are known as vegans. The reasons for leaving a vegetarian

lifestyle vary, but ethical reasons, environmental reasons and health reasons are the

most common. 6

Greenhouse Gas (GHG)

Greenhouse gasses are those gases that store infrared radiation.7 GHGs absorb the

radiation from the sun and earth inside the atmosphere, making it hotter. This process is

known as the greenhouse effect. While greenhouse gasses are essential for maintaining

7 greenhouse gas | Definition, Emissions, & Greenhouse Effect
6 vegetarianism | History, Types, & Facts
5 Fight the Climate Crisis by Going Vegan

https://www.britannica.com/science/greenhouse-gas
https://www.britannica.com/topic/vegetarianism
https://www.peta.org/issues/animals-used-for-food/fight-the-climate-crisis/


The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022 | 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

a survivable environment, over recent years, human Greenhouse gasses emissions

have increased, which is raising the earth's temperature.8

CO2 -eq emission

CO2 -eq, CO2 equivalent or Carbon Dioxide Equivalent is a term used to standardize the

measurements of GHGs emissions, based on their global warming potential (Carbon

dioxide is used as a standard and is given a global warming potential of one). For

example, Methane's Global Warming Potential is 25, meaning that 1 million tonnes of

methane are equivalent to 25 million tonnes of carbon dioxide. Therefore, we would say

that a 1 million tonne methane emission is a 25 CO2 eq emission. Moreover, this

standardization allows us to give statistics such as: "cattle meat and sheep meat

produce 26 and 22 kg CO2 eq/kg, respectively", taking into consideration the methane,

CO2 and other GHG produced by those activities.9

Methane

Greenhouse gas. With a global warming potential of 25, it is estimated to be responsible

for 30% of global warming after the industrial era. Around 44% of livestock GHG are

methane, followed by N2O (29%) and CO2 (27%). Fortunately, methane breaks down

pretty quickly (unlike CO2), so cutting down methane emissions can positively affect

climate change in the short term. Inger Andersen, executive director of UN Environment

Programme, has said that "Cutting methane is the strongest lever we have to slow

climate change over the next 25 years and complements necessary efforts to reduce

carbon dioxide. The benefits to society, economies, and the environment are numerous

and far outweigh the cost."10

Factory farming

Factory farming is a way to raise livestock with as little cost as possible. These farms

keep livestock in close quarters, usually feeding them low-quality food. This is one of the

most prevalent forms of livestock production for its cheap cost and high output. However,

factory farms produce a lot more carbon emissions compared to other more sustainable

alternatives. 11

11 Factory Farming: What It Is and Why It's a Problem
10 Cut methane emissions to avert global temperature rise, UN-backed study urges
9 Glossary:Carbon dioxide equivalent - Statistics Explained
8 Greenhouse Effect 101

https://thehumaneleague.org/article/what-is-factory-farming
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/05/1091402
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Carbon_dioxide_equivalent
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/greenhouse-effect-101
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Paris Agreement

An international treaty was adopted by 196 countries in Paris on December 12th, 2015,

on the issue of Climate Change. Its objective is to limit global warming to 2 degrees

Celsius compared to the preindustrial era.12

Background Information

Vegetarianism might seem like a new concept, but it is not. Avoiding meat for ritualistic

reasons is an extremely old custom, and official cases of vegetarianism date back to ancient

Greece, where philosophers argued for acting benevolent toward animals. At the same time, in

India, Buddhists and Jains refused to eat meat because of moral reasons, ideas which later

were introduced to Hinduism (with special attention to cow meat).

In recent years, interest in the vegetarian and vegan movement has been renewed by

Peter Singer, an Australian ethical philosopher known for his works on the ethics of animal

rights and his advocacy for veganism. Furthermore, new research has suggested that leading a

vegetarian lifestyle can be beneficial healthwise, which has incentivized a lot of people to try the

diet. Moreover, because of the vegetarians' low carbon footprint, many people have also tried it

due to environmental reasons. 13

The youth are leading this movement due to their interest in climate change, an interest

that can be seen in different events and protests. It is estimated that around 40% of vegans are

teenagers and young adults (15-34).14 It has been seen that vegetarians and vegans are on the

rise, with a 600% increase in the United States of America between 2014 and 2017. 15

Governments who wish to combat climate change should look into vegetarianism as a

viable way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However, not much has been done state-wise

to promote vegetarianism, mainly due to economic and cultural reasons.

15 The Growing Acceptance Of Veganism
14 The rise of vegan teenagers: 'More people are into it because of Instagram'
13 vegetarianism | History, Types, & Facts
12 The Paris Agreement

https://www.forbes.com/sites/janetforgrieve/2018/11/02/picturing-a-kindler-gentler-world-vegan-month/?sh=435bf9942f2b
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/may/27/the-rise-of-vegan-teenagers-more-people-are-into-it-because-of-instagram
https://www.britannica.com/topic/vegetarianism
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
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Subtopic 1 - Enhancing legislation on the meat industry

As stated before, the meat (or livestock) industry is responsible for almost 14.5 percent

of all greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Not only that, but the livestock industry can be

responsible for deforestation, land deterioration and inefficient use of resources, which can and

must be stopped. Therefore, countries should make it a priority to regulate the meat industry to

better protect the environment.

It is important to note that not all livestock factories were made equal, and promoting

those who have good environmental practices while regulating those who do not may have a

tremendous effect on the environment. Moreover, legislation on the meat industry has to be

handled with great care and attention as to not damage the people working in the industry.

Taxes

Taxing the meat industry can help reduce the consumption of meat and

meat-based products. However, one must consider what factories are being taxed (for

there are many that have good environmental practices) and how much to avoid

unemployment and economic decline. By setting taxes only to those industries that do

not comply with certain sustainable practices, governments can incentivize industries to

shift these, which can lead to a considerable decrease in carbon emissions. Taxing the

meat industry can help reduce healthcare costs as well, for eating less meat has been

linked with health.16

Changing production methods

The FAO estimates that, with current technologies, livestock carbon emissions

can be cut by 30% if the whole livestock industry adopts the methods of the 10% of

producers who possess low carbon emissions.17 Livestock producers must adapt to new,

more sustainable technologies. Some of these methods are illustrated in the table below,

taken from The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 2013

17 Tackling Climate Change through Livestock: A global assessment of emissions and mitigation
opportunities

16 A social cost-benefit analysis of meat taxation and a fruit and vegetables subsidy for a healthy and
sustainable food consumption in the Netherlands - BMC Public Health

https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-08590-z
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-08590-z
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report named "Tackling climate change through livestock – A global assessment of

emissions and mitigation opportunities."

A table on Available techniques and practices for non-CO2 mitigation: feed additives and feeding practices
taken from the FAO’s 2013 report named Tackling climate change through livestock – A global assessment of

emissions and mitigation opportunities18

Heads of state can consider encouraging producers to implement certain techniques that

would reduce their carbon emissions.

Deforestation

Almost a third of the land is used for livestock production. For example, around

80% of deforestation in the Amazon forest is due to Livestock farming19. Unlike the paper

industry, there is no one renewing the trees being cut, no one planting them again. The

livestock industry is one of the main drivers of tropical deforestation. As seen in the

graph below, 41% of deforestation is due to the beef industry.

19 Unsustainable cattle ranching

18 Tackling Climate Change through Livestock: A global assessment of emissions and mitigation
opportunities

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/amazon_threats/unsustainable_cattle_ranching/
https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/i3437e/i3437e.pdf
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Graph from Our World in Data on the drivers of tropical deforestation20

Promoting vegetarianism in order to solve climate change can have a massive impact on

deforestation. Regulations on deforestation for the meat industry can help solve this

issue. Furthermore, informing the populous about how the land used to raise livestock

was acquired and encouraging them to reduce meat-based products can have a positive

effect on climate change.

Land deterioration

Land deterioration or degradation is defined as the “loss of the productive

capacity of the soils for present and future.”21 The livestock industry is one of the leading

causes of land deterioration. Just in the United States of America, livestock production is

responsible for 85% of all soil erosion, which happens “when grasslands are subject to

extensive grazing without sufficient recovery periods.”22 The IPCC claim that: “Land

22 How Industrialized Meat Production Causes Land Degradation
21 Land Degradation
20 Drivers of Deforestation

https://populationeducation.org/industrialized-meat-production-and-land-degradation-3-reasons-to-shift-to-a-plant-based-diet/
https://www.thegef.org/what-we-do/topics/land-degradation
https://ourworldindata.org/drivers-of-deforestation#beef-soy-and-palm-oil-are-responsible-for-60-of-tropical-deforestation
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degradation can be avoided, reduced or reversed by implementing sustainable land

management, restoration and rehabilitation practices that simultaneously provide many

co-benefits, including adaptation to and mitigation of climate change.”23 Countries should

look into regulations on deforestation caused by the meat industry.

Fishing industry

While fish have a lower carbon footprint compared to beef and livestock, they still

produce carbon emissions. For example, it is estimated that bottom-trawling produces

around 2% of the global CO2 emissions. Bottom-trawling is one of the most prevalent

forms of fishing, consisting of “towing a net along the ocean floor”24. Although these

values are disputed, governments who wish to reduce carbon emissions should not look

the other way regarding the fish industry.25

Subtopic 2 - Making widespread vegetarianism economically and politically feasible

The livestock industry suddenly stopping the production of meat and animal-based

products would have horrendous consequences worldwide: the first victims are the producers of

meat, those who work directly with livestock, and those that work indirectly, such as in

transportation. Secondly, countries that export livestock-related products will probably have an

economic crisis, or at the very least a financial consequence. And thirdly, the world would riot.

There are approximately only 79 million vegans worldwide26, leaving more than 7.8 billion

livestock consumers who would not accept the meat industry suddenly stopping. In this

hypothetical scenario, the world would be worse off.

This is not feasible, either economically or politically; such a change in the life of billions

of people will not be accepted. However, as discussed previously, the livestock industry is one of

the biggest opportunities to solve climate change. Therefore, countries should make it their

mission to gently and slowly encourage people to shift their eating habits in favour of plants and

to make it economically feasible for their economies to move away from the livestock industry.

26 This Is How Many Vegans Are In The World Right Now (2021 Update)
25 Fish 'not as carbon friendly' as previously thought
24 Fishing Gear: Bottom Trawls | NOAA Fisheries
23 Special Report on Climate Change and Land — IPCC site

https://thevou.com/lifestyle/2019-the-world-of-vegan-but-how-many-vegans-are-in-the-world/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-57202758
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/bycatch/fishing-gear-bottom-trawls
https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/
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Workers of the meat industry

The food industry is a great contributor to many countries' economies, not only

because of the money to be gained from exports, but also because of the sheer amount

of workers in the livestock industry. According to the FAO, the livestock industry

“contributes to the livelihoods of about 1.7 billion poor people.”27 It is essential to take

care of the well-being of farmers and workers while solving this issue. Any changes in

the meat industry cannot be taken at the cost of workers or families whose lifestyles

depend on this industry.

Local farming

Promoting local farming can help solve the issue by cutting down on the

emissions produced by packaging and transportation. Furthermore, having better

transportation systems can be a good way to reduce emissions even if the methods of

producing meat are not changed. However, transport and packaging only account for a

small percentage of total emissions produced by meat-based products, as seen in the

graph below.

27 Livestock | Decent Rural Employment

https://www.fao.org/rural-employment/agricultural-sub-sectors/livestock/en/
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Graph from Our World in Data on the greenhouse gas emissions across the supply chain28

However small, promoting local farming can help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Furthermore, small farms usually produce less greenhouse gas emissions compared to

big industry farming firms, which is another reason to promote local livestock farmers.

Meat industry dependant countries

While it might be hard for countries whose main exports, productions or economy

revolves around the livestock industry, it is important that they still start implementing

methods to reduce carbon emissions. Subsidizing the meat industry to change its

methods can be a viable solution. However, the issue at hand revolves around factory

farming, common in countries with large economies. The United Nations can propose

plans for countries to slowly start changing their livestock industry so as to not damage

the economy or the citizens.

Making vegetarianism safe to the public

Although a vegetarian diet is often considered healthier than a meat-based diet,

there are still health concerns. Humans require a wide variety of macronutrients, and

protein is tough to find in vegetarian diets if not informed correctly. If governments wish

to promote vegetarianism, they should also enhance education on vegetarianism and

provide good information on how to properly sustain a vegetarian diet without any health

issues.

Encouraging the population to eat less meat

Even if governments put forth policies to reduce meat production, the issue of

cultural habits and norms still stands. When promoting vegetarianism to the populous,

one must be slow but steady. The good news is that vegetarian and vegan diets are on

the rise naturally, and the bad news is that the consumption of meat is also on the rise.

Countries can begin teaching their citizens about the environmental consequences of

eating meat through campaigns, propaganda and the education system. The world has

28 Food: greenhouse gas emissions across the supply chain

https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/food-footprints?stackMode=relative&facet=none&country=Beef+%28beef+herd%29~Beef+%28dairy+herd%29~Eggs~Fish+%28farmed%29~Milk~Lamb+%26+Mutton~Pig+Meat~Poultry+Meat~Shrimps+%28farmed%29~Cheese&Environmental+impact=Carbon+footprint&Metric=Per+kilogram&By+stage+of+supply+chain=true
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seen how the public's view on certain issues can change drastically if the global

community has a common goal. As an example, the global attack on cigarettes has

lowered their consumption to record lows. In this case, the international community has

the power to reduce the consumption of meat and meat-related products.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

The IPCC is a United Nations body created in 1988 by the United Nations Environment

Programme and the World Meteorological Organization. Its mission is to provide governments

with regular reports on climate change, identifying future risks and suggesting possible

solutions.29

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

The FAO is a United Nations organization that leads international action to fight world

hunger. It was founded in 1945, and since then, they have not only fought world hunger but

provided comprehensible reports on all issues related to food and agriculture.30

China

China is the biggest producer of meat globally, producing around 88 million tons of meat

a year, the European Union coming in second with 63 million and the United States of America

third with 46 million. Currently, China is the most significant GHG emitter globally, responsible

for almost 27% of all worldwide emissions. While it is still unclear how much of China's GHG

emissions are due to the livestock industry, what is clear is that a sustainable livestock industry

in China will positively impact the environment. 31 China has signed the Paris Agreement, and

has plans on peaking carbon emission by 2030.32

32 CHINA'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT
31 Largest Meat-Producing Nations In The World
30 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations: Home
29 IPCC — Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

https://www.c2es.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/chinas-contribution-paris-climate-agreement.pdf
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/largest-meat-producing-nations-in-the-world.html
https://www.fao.org/home/en
https://www.ipcc.ch/
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United States of America

The United States of America might not be the largest meat producer worldwide, but it is

the largest beef producer, producing 20.44% of beef worldwide.33 The USA’s meat industry

accounts for around 6% of its total GDP (894 billion dollars).34 The United States of America,

under Joe Biden’s presidency, has reentered the Paris Agreement on January 20th, 2021.35

Americans' consumption of meat per capita is around 264 pounds (120 kg) per year,

making them the world's most enthusiastic meat-eaters.36 While it is hard to give an exact

number, it is estimated that around 5% of US adults are vegetarian.37

Brazil

Brazil is the fourth biggest producer of meat worldwide, producing around 29 million tons

of meat per year.38 It is the second largest beef producer in the world, after the US, producing

almost 17% of the world's beef. Brazil is the world's largest beef exporter, selling one fifth of its

beef, accounting for 5.4 billion dollars per year to their economy.39 Unfortunately, this has led to

deforestation of the Amazonian forest in order to use it as land for livestock, estimating that

around 80% of deforestation in the Amazon is due to cattle ranching.40 It is important for Brazil

to start taking actions that protect its environment and fight against Climate Change.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

October, 16th, 1945 The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations(FAO) was

created.

40 Unsustainable cattle ranching
39 The origin, supply chain, and deforestation risk of Brazil’s beef exports
38 Largest Meat-Producing Nations In The World
37 What Percentage of Americans Are Vegetarian?
36 An Overview of Meat Consumption in the United States • farmdoc daily
35 The United States Officially Rejoins the Paris Agreement - United States Department of State
34 FACT SHEET
33 Ranking Of Countries That Produce The Most Beef (USDA)

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/amazon_threats/unsustainable_cattle_ranching/
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/50/31770
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/largest-meat-producing-nations-in-the-world.html
https://news.gallup.com/poll/267074/percentage-americans-vegetarian.aspx
https://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2021/05/an-overview-of-meat-consumption-in-the-united-states.html
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-officially-rejoins-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.meatinstitute.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/93337
https://beefmarketcentral.com/story-world-beef-production-ranking-countries-146-106885
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February, 12th, 1979 First World Climate Conference takes place in Geneva, Switzerland.

1988 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change was created.

March 1994 Establishment of The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change.

December 11th, 1997 Adoption of the Kyoto Protocol.

December 12th, 2015 Establishment of the Paris Agreement.

February 21st, 2019 The President of the European Commission committed one fourth of the EU

budget to climate change mitigation.

November 2021 26th UN Climate Change conference in Glasgow.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Report of the Conference of the Parties on its twenty-first session, held in Paris,

November 30th - December 13th, 2015 (FCCC/CP/2015/10)41, Report on the decisions

adopted by the 21st Conference of the Parties, including the adoption of the Paris

Agreement.

● Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1)42,

the declaration of the Sustainable Development Goals.

● Protection of global climate for present and future generations of humankind, January

27th, 2020 (A/RES/74/219)43, resolution on climate change focusing on the need for a

solution so as to protect the well-being of the current youth in the future.

● Agriculture development, food security and nutrition, December, 30th, 2020

(A/RES/75/235)44, resolution on developing the agricultural sector to fight against world

44 A/RES/75/235
43 A/RES/74/219
42 A/RES/70/1 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
41 FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1: Paris Agreement

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/235
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/219
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/FCCC_CP_2015_10_Add.1.pdf
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hunger and malnutrition; recognizing that the agricultural sector has to be protected

against climate change.

● Establishing a Climate Change Commission, IUCN, October 14th, 2021 (003)45, The

IUCN outlined the reasons for the necessity of a commission focusing solely on climate

change, with the working name of “The Climate Crisis Commission.”

● The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

The UNFCCC entered into effect in 1994, with 197 countries having ratified said

convention. It has the goal of “Preventing “dangerous” human interference with the

climate system.”46

● The Paris Agreement

An international treaty adopted by 196 countries in Paris on December 12th, 2015, on

the issue of Climate Change. It encourages states to reduce carbon emissions so as to

limit global warming below 2 degrees Celsius.47

● The Kyoto Protocol

Adopted in 1997 and entered into effect in 2005, the Kyoto Protocol binds industrialized

states to “limit and reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions in accordance with

agreed individual targets.”48

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

Countries have begun treating meat as a luxury rather than a necessity, reducing its

consumption and distribution. For example, cities such as São Paulo, Cape Town, Bremen,

Mechelen, Ghent, and Hasselt have supported a one meat-free day per week, where schools,

hospitals, restaurants and more only serve vegetarian or vegan foods. 49

The Paris Agreement compelled countries to reduce their carbon emissions drastically.

Governments should look into vegetarianism as a viable way of reducing their carbon

emissions. Furthermore, there have been many reports on the effects of the livestock industry

on the environment written by the United Nations, the FAO and the IPCC.

49 Flexitarianism: flexible or part-time vegetarianism - United Nations Partnerships for SDGs platform
48 What is the Kyoto Protocol? | UNFCCC
47 The Paris Agreement
46 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
45 003 - Establishing a Climate Change Commission | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=2252
https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/003
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Possible Solutions

First off, encouraging people through social media, education, and campaigns to see the

issues with eating meat, and the meat industry in general, will have a massive impact on climate

change. Education will make citizens more aware of what they are eating. If they choose not to

lead a full-time vegetarian lifestyle, they will still probably eat less meat, change what type of

meat they consume(for example, opt for fewer cattle and more chicken), or be more conscious

about whom they are buying meat from (choosing those sellers that apply sustainable livestock

practices which reduce carbon emissions). The youth is a great place to start, for they have

already shown through demonstrations and activities that they deeply care about climate

change and are willing to give their all to stop it.

Furthermore, governments might wish to establish regulations on the meat industry to

reduce carbon emissions. FAO concluded that the whole livestock industry can reduce carbon

emissions by up to 30% by following guidelines and methods that are already in use today while

not reducing the output of meat. Member states might want to consider implementing legislation

that would ensure these practices are used.

Moreover, not all meat is produced in the same conditions. There are certain practices

that can lower the emissions of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere. With better

technologies and methods, waste and greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced.

While less economically developed countries can argue that the livestock sector is a big

part of their economy, the international community can encourage them to change their livestock

industry system while providing economic support for these changes.
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