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Introduction

Right now, we are facing a global crisis. Climate change is slowly, and lately rather

quickly, killing our planet and mankind. India went to a lockdown and closed schools and

universities due to the toxicity of the air during November 2021. The past few years, polar bears

have been starving since the ice in the Arctic is melting and they have no way to feed. We have

to face extreme weather conditions and disasters due to climate change, such as the increasing

fires in the USA and Greece during the summer of 2021, typhoons, and strong storms all over

the world. These are only a few of the horrifying events we have to face due to the disregarding

of climate change. While world leaders are trying to ameliorate the situation by discussing and

creating summits, youth need to participate in the efforts to combat this issue, seeing that the

whole world is counting on future generations. Out of the 7 billion people on this earth, 1.8 billion

of them are between the ages of 10-24, meaning the largest generation of young people

recorded in history. So, it is necessary to increase youth participation in the solving of this issue

to arrive promptly at a durable resolution. During this grave crisis that the world is facing, youth

should participate and take action immediately. Especially in our time, an era of vast and rapid

technological advancement where knowledge and opportunities are endless, there are many

chances for young people to be able to actively participate and contribute in such matters.

Definition of Key Terms

COP (Conference of the Parties)

The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the supreme decision making body of the United
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Nations Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in which the representatives of each of the

member states participating gather and discuss, monitor, assess, and negotiate.

INDC (Intended Nationally Determined Contribution)

The Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) are the plans each state

prepares for UN climate discussions concerning their environmental goals for the proposed

global climate agreement and their means to achieve them.

Greenhouse gases

Greenhouse gas is a chemical compound in the atmosphere of the Earth that allows

solar radiation to go through the atmosphere and warm our planet, while at the same time

reflecting part of it to space. Part of the radiation gets trapped in the atmosphere as heat

because of these gases and as they increase, so does the global temperature.

Grassroots activism

Grassroots activism is the movement created by the local community of a region/district.
These movements are usually concerning political or economic topics, but the environment and
climate change can be included. They act by urging their community and governments to take
action on the topics for which they are protesting.

Private Sector

The private sector is the division of an economy of a nation that is not controlled by the
government of that country directly.

Public Sector

The public sector is the part of the economy of a country that is controlled by the
government of the said country.

Background Information

It is important to note that the youth has been involved and have been taking action

against climate change for a while now. In recent years, a major environmental activist, the well



The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

known Greta Thunberg, is a great example to justify the previous statement. She started as a

simple 15 year old who in 2018 sat in front of the Swedish parliament holding a sign saying

“School Strike for Climate”, in the hopes of influencing the government to reduce carbon

emissions to the wanted target. This small strike inspired millions to take action and organize

their own strikes in their countries, demanding change. In 2019, she sailed across the Atlantic,

using a yacht that caused a 0% carbon footprint, to reach New York and attend a UN climate

conference, where she delivered a speech blaming world leaders for stealing her dreams and

childhood with their fake promises. More recently, during the fall of 2021, she criticized COP26,

the climate summit, and called it a “failure” as well as a “PR exercise”. While we do not support

her recent behavior against the United Nations, she has taken action and taught countless

teenagers the importance of standing up and fighting for our planet and futures. Therefore now

it is up to those who learned from her to take a step forward and start acting in concordance

with the UN.

Youth participation in the private sector

The private sector has been expanding more and more and lately has been focusing on

global issues as well as local ones. Multiple successful entrepreneurs will convey that youth

involvement in resolving if these issues are necessary, but so they will say organizations that act

outside of government funding and look out for local solutions in the hope for a wider change.

The need for solutions to this crisis is so serious that everyone has been made entitled and

responsible for solving it, which explains a rise of youth participation in the private sector acting

on it.

Grassroots groups

Grassroot movements are known for their strategy which involves joining people

from a given district or area on the basis of a political or economic event. They are

movements that basically act locally to see wider effects. There have been multiple of

these organized worldwide which have also seen the participation of young citizens

interested in making the change. This change has been brought on many fronts

including the climate change one. It has been discussed how Grassroot actions are

progressively building resilience to the impact of climate change on our world. Some

grassroots organizations that are acting on the effects of climate change and that are

seeing youth involvement are:
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● The Climate justice alliance which currently works in the USA and sees its
objective to debunk all the false promises the government has made regarding
climate change action and change something in the way this issue is perceived in
the country.

● Friends of the Earth International is the biggest grassroots network currently

focusing on climate change. They tackle a variety of secondary issues stemming

from climate change and the majority of this community comprises young adults.

Youth enterprises

In the past years, youth entrepreneurship has become more and more

normalized in society. So much so that it has started to tackle even more serious issues

that not even big companies knew how to. This can be seen in projects such as The

Commission for Environmental Cooperation which started out as a cooperative project to

preserve the North American environment and ended up creating the Youth Innovation

Challenge to encourage youth entrepreneurship in the field. This initiative was to support

and connect a web of socially and environmentally conscious young entrepreneurs in all

of North America with the purpose of emphasizing the need for youth involvement in

current affairs. Moreover, moving away from partnerships, there have been multiple

young adults taking actions of their own and starting their own projects. Some names

worth mentioning are Dominic Müller (Switzerland), Sofia Tsaliki (Greece), Eveline

Kantor (The Netherlands) who have given climate change a spin and found new ways to

tackle it using fashion as a starting point; Animesh Behera (India) a young man

interested in solving the issue of waste management which actually has bigger an impact

on climate change than expected; Josefine Strandgaard (Denmark) who, with her master

in innovation is now working on toys that can be reassembled to grow with the child, thus

maintaining the plastic waste of toys at an all-time low.

Youth involvement in the public sector

Multiple surveys and statistics on climate change show a clear worry from the youth due

to government inaction and complete disregarding of the issue. The youth is ever more aware of

the issue and the need for solutions due to its presence in everyday life. So many have been

seen joining globally for projects such as the “Fridays for future” started by Greta Thunberg and

many others. But this has not seen a major improvement in the conditions of various nations’

governments on climate change action. For this reason, more serious actions have been taken
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in the public sector to give space for the youth to cultivate this ambition of bettering the world’s

condition nowadays.

Partnerships

Starting in 2011, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

(FAO) in cooperation with private and public partnerships (PPP), has been trying to

combat youth unemployment in the agricultural sector, while helping the next

generations of young farmers adopt sustainable methods that can be applied to their

future farming technique. Numerous young people work in that sector as members of a

family business, local entrepreneurs, unqualified workers, or out of need. The teaching

method, which is called the FAO PPP model, has acquired as its goal to aid the youth to

develop the agricultural sector and entrepreneurship, to reduce the unemployment and

immigration rate in rural areas, to promote investments in agriculture, as well as to adopt

the new sustainable and climate-friendly methods into national strategies and programs.

There have already been conducted multiple teaching trials of the Junior Farmer and Life

School (IFFLS) methodology once in Malawi and twice in the United Republic of

Tanzania, which concluded with positive and optimistic results.

Education

Furthermore, lately, it has been emphasized the need for education on climate

change. The world is suffering a huge crisis of disinformation because the educational

system is outdated and excludes from the curriculums vital information that might be

withdrawn from the students elsewhere. Such information is major regarding climate

change. It is a topic that has recently come to attention and as such few schools have

actually moved towards a more conscious education regarding this topic. For example,

Spain, Portugal, and Latvia started a project called LIFE Adaptate which aims to

generally increase the involvement of European municipalities in this fight for

sustainability, starting from the bottom seeing as at the top the issue is being

disregarded. The organizers of this project, however, did not only tackle the

municipalities directly but also talked to the citizens themselves. A series of talks and

didactic projects have been carried out over the past years which have helped to raise

the awareness of large groups of students. More and more programs such as this one

have been thought of and implemented to ensure that the young people that leave

school are fully formed not only on theoretical matters but also on practical ones and
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those for which the world needs a solution as soon as possible.

Youth activism groups

Youth activism, when done correctly, can actually be fruitful. For those young

people who are no longer in the public educational system, an opportunity to participate

in the change has been created by the Youth Action Hubs. The Youth Action Hub (YAH)

initiative was brought on during October 2018 at the United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Youth Forum in Geneva. This initiative is based on

two principles: “from youth for youth” and “think globally, act locally”. Although these

hubs have been tackling various issues worldwide it has been noticed that a large part of

them has focused on tackling the climate change issue, thus showing how the youth can

actually get involved and help. A recent example comes from Italy where during the past

two years a young man named Daniele Guadagnolo has been working at the Youth

Action Hub Italy discussing and drafting climate change policies to take to the next

UNCTAD Youth Forum convention.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

United Nations

The UN has provided chances for smaller organizations to grow such as UNICEF,

YOUNGO, ACE, and UN Economic and Social Council’s Youth Forum. UNICEF as mentioned

above has made multiple, considerable efforts to encourage youth participation. It has created

websites, donated funds, supported young activists, and created opportunities that allow direct

youth involvement in the decision-making process. YOUNGO or IYCM is a way for youth to be

represented In the UN discussions concerning climate change since youth-led organizations

and young individuals constitute its members. ACE (Action for Climate Empowerment) is

another branch of the UNFCCC related to education, public awareness, and participation,

worldwide cooperation, training, and access to information which has as its goal to encourage

youth to participate on such topics. Finally, the UN Economic and Social Council’s Youth Forum

is a forum where delegates, meaning young people from all around the world (including people

from LEDCs, but depending on the economic circumstances each year). During the conference,

they discuss measures to help increase youth participation, ways to implement the SDGs, and

proposals they have for the overall amelioration of climate change.
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Denmark

Denmark is a country that strongly supports youth participation on a big range of issues,

but most importantly climate change. They believe that by including youth they can achieve

better results and the SDGs, so they have created many opportunities for them. Some major

ones are the DYC or DYF (Danish Youth Council) and the Youth Climate Council. Firstly, the

DYC is a council that consists of numerous youths, social and cultural organizations, and

individuals that are interested in taking part in political, social, and environmental issues. It has a

seat in the Advisory Council on Development Cooperation of the Danish Minister for Energy,

Utilities, and Climate. There, DYC advises the Minister on topics concerning the construction

and adoption of Danish development cooperation. In addition, the Minister of Foreign Affairs

provides management tools and notes to youth, that can be of help when participating in actions

such as the application and assessment of taken measures and that is also why there is an

appointed global youth advisor who overlooks and supports their work. Secondly, the Youth

Climate Council is an idea introduced by two Danish delegates at COP24 in 2018 and

implemented in 2019. It is a council that meets two times a year with the Minister of Energy.

Utilities and Climate and consists of 10 members. In the council, young people can directly

participate in the policy-making process for climate change issues and express their opinions on

such topics. The task of the council is to have a counseling role towards the Minister and give

additional information concerning Danish and global climate policies.

Europe

Last but not least, Europe has also made a considerable contribution to this subject.

Firstly, Generation Climate Europe (GCE) is a youth-led organization, ranging through Europe,

which focuses on issues on the environment and climate and the actions of the European

Union. The members are above 20 million Europeans and 381 organizations and they are

divided into smaller groups focusing on different issues and are managed by two coordinators.

These issues vary, for example, they focus on sustainable development, biodiversity, climate

justice, etc. the European Union has also created websites with helpful information about the

environmental background of the situations we are now facing, as well as measures youth can

implement in their daily lives and actions of activism or collective efforts for certain issues each

time. They analyze in depth the causes and problems but deliver them in simple ways for the

younger children to understand and contribute to the solution, meaning they are preparing the

next generation of young climate activists.
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"Fridays for Future"

"Fridays for Future" is a movement organized and led by the youth which was

established in 2018, inspired and founded by Greta Thunberg and other young activists who

protested by standing in front of the Swedish parliament to show their discontentment on the

ignorance the parliament showed towards climate change. Students from all around the world

take part in strikes on Fridays to pressure their governments to act against climate change.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

March 1994 Creation of UNFCCC

March 1995 First COP meeting in Berlin, Germany

December 11th,

1997

Adoption of the Kyoto Protocol

December 2005 Formation of the International Youth Climate Movement (IYCM)

2009 UNFCCC gave voting power to Youth NGOs part of the IYCM

December 12th,

2015

Establishment of the Paris Agreement

August 20th, 2018 First Fridays For Future

September 23rd,

2019

Greta Thunberg at the UN climate summit

January 17th and

18th, 2019

Mass strikes against lack of global warming policies

February 21st, 2019 The President of the European Commission committed one fourth

of the EU budget to climate change mitigation
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March 15th, 2019 Biggest climate change strike yet (125 countries)

September 20-27th

2019

Global week of climate action

November 9-13th

2020

Youth climate summit

September 28-30th

2021

Youth4Climate meeting in Milan

November 2021 26th UN Climate Change conference in Glasgow

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Climate change education for sustainable development: the UNESCO climate change

initiative, 2010, (ED.2010/WS/41)

UNESCO initiated a project to modify educational curriculums for them to be more

environmentally conscious and in this way for students all around the world to have

wider access to resources that would make them aware of such issues. This document

outlines the purpose and plan of action of the initiative.

● Resolution adopted by the General Assembly, February 3rd, 2010, (A/RES/64/130)

The General Assembly adopted such resolutions in order to increase youth participation

in climate change initiatives. It reaffirms the need for young people to be involved for

their personal and social development.

● Climate matters: The vision of European Youth for COP21, November 28th, 2015

This resolution states the position of the European Youth Forum on key social, youth,

and sustainable development aspects of climate change. It builds on previous position

papers adopted by the European Youth Forum about sustainable development and
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climate change. Combined, they make up the Youth Forum vision to be advocated for,

during COP21 and afterward.

● Report of the Conference of the Parties on its twenty-first session, held in Paris,

November 30th - December 13th, 2015 (FCCC/CP/2015/10)

This report outlines the outcomes and adoption of different treaties and protocols during

the 21st Conference of the Parties. It includes important information on the development

of crucial protocols which would further impact other decisions by higher committees.

● Declaration on Children, Youth, and Climate Action, December 2-13th, 2019 (N/A)

UNICEF in an attempt to bring forward the needs and concerns of today’s youth

developed a declaration that brings to the eyes of the governmental bodies the

necessities and worries of children and young adults.

● Protection of global climate for present and future generations of humankind, January

27th, 2020 (A/RES/74/219)

The General assembly passed another resolution on climate change this time focusing

not so much on youth involvement but the need for a solution to climate change for the

youth to have an opportunity for a dignified life.

● Establishing a Climate Change Commission, IUCN, October 14th, 2021 (003)

The IUCN saw the need to outline the reasons for the international necessity of a

commission focusing only on climate change. The gravity of the issue is suc h that it is

not enough for it to be tackled once every several years and every time by a different

committee. It is necessary for a commission to solely focus on that.

● UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change)

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a treaty

signed in 1992 by numerous member states that came into effect in 1994, setting as a
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goal to prevent harmful, towards the environment, and more specifically climate change,

human actions. The UNFCCC funds state to help them tackle this issue, sets

environmental goals, and monitors the implementation of those goals. Moreover, it is

important to state that the UNFCCC, the Paris Agreement, the Rio Conventions, the

Kyoto Protocol, and COP are directly related to each other, seeing that the goals of the

Convention are dependent on the aforementioned. This was the first collective global

effort to tackle this issue.

● Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement is an international treaty on climate change adopted in Paris at

COP21 in 2015 that came into effect in 2016 which legally binds the 196 Parties to

reduce global warming to below 2 degrees Celsius.

● Kyoto Protocol

The Kyoto Protocol is a protocol that binds industrialized states and economies to limit

greenhouse gases emissions to the individual set goals. It was adopted in 1997 and

came into effect in 2005. This protocol operates by following the rules and principles of

the UNFCCC.

● Rio Conventions

The Rio Conventions is the combination of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),

the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and the UNFCCC.

The secretariats of this Convention aim to make changes to tackle the issue of

desertification, the threats towards biological diversity, and climate change and as a

result, achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and ensure their application.

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

Youth involvement in the public sector
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Firstly, UNICEF has made huge efforts to support children and encourage youth to

participate in several different issues, such as climate change. A platform, Voices of Youth, has

been created to facilitate youth to express their views and thoughts on important issues. In

addition, UNICEF gives access to their social media accounts to various young activists to

facilitate the promotion of youth activism. Another way they have shown their support towards

youth participation is by creating opportunities for young people to come in contact with world

leaders through events such as the United Nations Youth Climate Summit, in 2019 in New York

and the Climate Comic Contest, a way to encourage youth offline. UNICEF also collaborates

with the "Fridays for Future" movement, by promoting their actions and making UNICEF

representatives several of their members.

Following, UNFCCC apart from being one of the most important treaties on climate

change implemented, also has acted in favor of youth participation. UNFCCC has published

several documents that present and analyze specific cases of youth participation in the face of

climate crises and has taken initiatives that can boost and teach youth to take up even more

challenges. It additionally supports NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) and more

importantly YOUNGO. During UNFCCC conferences such as COP, YOUNGO has an active role

in the procedure by participating and delivering statements and giving their insight on the topics

discussed, directly involving youth in the decision-making process. This Joint Framework

includes organizations such as the FAO, UNICEF, and the three Rio Conventions, which also

act individually and contribute to the increase of youth participation as well.

Youth involvement in the private sector

Finally, "Fridays for Future" has made admirable progress in the combat against climate

change. As stated in the introduction, Greta Thunberg has been an inspiration to youth with her

bold actions. She has taken innumerable measures to improve the situation and has gained the

support of several organizations, such as UNICEF, that have aided the promotion of her

movement and actions. Another important member of the "Fridays for Future" movement is

Yusuf Baluch, the lead organizer of "Fridays for Future" in his country, Balochistan. He is

organizing climate rallies and strikes in collaboration with other activists from different countries,

when not in school, seeing the horrendous situation in his country.

Possible Solutions
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Increasing youth participation in the private sector

Youth Enterprises

  It is obvious that there can be no youth involvement without youth taking action. By

encouraging financially and opportunity-wise young activists and providing them chances to

grow their ideas. They can influence other young people and gradually involve a greater number

of young activists. Keeping them organized and coordinated is of great importance and one of

the main things a private enterprise can offer. Another advantage of youth enterprises is the

funding, which even though at times limited, allows more actions to be organized and more

growth for the organization since the members do not have to solely depend on donations.

Grassroots activism/ Startups

It is important to start small to be able to reach greater levels. Having said that,

grassroots activism is a great solution to increase youth participation. Grassroots activism is

collective activism in a specific region/community, and it constitutes the foundation for political

and economic changes. By supporting regional environmental activism, traditional and

old-fashioned communities can be pushed to change and to contribute to the fight for a better

future. People need the support of their governments to make the change, seeing that they are

their representatives. So, it is crucial to support such actions, which desperately need

organization and funding which can be easily provided by private organizations.

Investments in youth enterprises

Investing in youth enterprises is an amazing way of promoting their actions. Firstly, the

financial investment allows more targeted approaches on the issue, meaning more efficiency

and better results. Secondly, investing in youth enterprises by providing services, such as

consultation, is extremely beneficial. Youth does have motive, energy, and passion but lacks

experience and expertise, and experience on matters such as marketing and psychology. The

private sector can “loan” experts to have collaborations with youth-led organizations and lead to

better and more professional results, which could lead to the increase of young people

approaching a specific organization or supporting them by sharing on social media and

donating. Lastly, the more influential private firms could organize events and make introductions

of small youth organizations with major personalities, like politicians, which would immensely

promote their actions and quicken the achievement of their goals.
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Increasing youth participation in the public sector

Educational system

The education provided on climate change is very useful to combat it. It is the

responsibility of every nation to provide a decent education to future generations. By

understanding the causes, the root of the problem, and the results of the crises, youth can find

solutions more easily to tackle it. Additionally, further education will broaden their minds and, in

the future, new technologies could be created that would provide sustainable ways to do certain

pollutant actions and make them more accessible, for example recycling e-waste. Furthermore,

it will encourage youth to give more attention to the issue and inform them of the potential they

have for improvement. Education will also encourage their future actions and draw their

attention to their power as a youth.

Educational system

Governments need to be directly involved in the issues concerning young activists,

seeing that they are the ones able to make long-term changes. Instead of refusing and causing

numerous reactions from youth, like protests, they need to listen to them and find ways to

cooperate. New legislation that could provide more chances and opportunities to youth to

participate in the policy and decision-making procedures is a good option since it directly affects

them. Additionally, youth needs to understand how governments function so they can make

valid points and not just empty accusations. Finally, young people could achieve much better

results if they were supported by their governments and had an active role in politics. If there

was a respectful relationship between the two like some countries have, there would be less

tension and whole states would function more effectively.
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