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Introduction

The Western Sahara is a stretch of land spanning 266,000 square kilometres involved in

disputed territory, only attaining a population of around 500,000. Compared to other governments, It has

remained on the United Nations list of non-governing territories since 1963. Today the area is filled with

campaigns from the SADR state of the Polisario Front, and their conflict with the Kingdom of Morocco.

During the mid 19th century, Spanish forces claimed that land during the colonization period,

starting from the coastlines and slowly moving inward to the inland oasis. The year following the

independence of Morocco, they established their control over the Western Sahara. The Moroccan

military attempted to be pushed out by the Spanish troops, and the expedition became successful.

Following that time were years of economical and social crises caused by a number of factors such as

drought and desertification.

Following that, the indeginous inhabitants of the area created a group called the Popular Front for

the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Río de Oro, or the Polisario Front. Their rebellion caused the

Spanish forces to withdraw and create a treaty between Spain, Morocco, and Mauritius on that matter. In

February 1976, the Polisario Front established a state called the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic

(SADR), which exists up to modern times.

Morocco claims sovereignty to the land as they have had ownership to it during pre-colonial

times. On the other hand, the self-proclaimed SADR state strives to gain fully recognized independence

for Western Sahara. The issue at hand would be the long stemming territorial dispute between both

parties.

A promise of a referendum has been yet to be made, although the 16 years of war and conflict

that has occured in this region ended.
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Foreign involvement from the United Nations has been planned out. Today, the Security Council

decided to postpone the original United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara until

October 2022. They believe that an enduring, practical, realistic, and acceptable solution by all parties

based on compromise should be implemented first.

Definition of Key Terms

Western Sahara

The Western Sahara is a stretch of land on the northwest coast involved in disruption. Currently,

20% of the territory has been claimed by the SADR, and the other 80% is occupied by Morocco.

Polisario Front

Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Río de Oro, or the Polisario Front, is an

organization established in order to end Moroccan control over the Western Sahara and attain full

control and a sovereignty on the land

Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic

The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic is a de facto sovereign state from the Polisario front that is

partially recognized. They claimed the non governing territory of Western Sahara that other forces

do not occupy.
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Background Information

Located on the northwest of Africa, Western Sahara is an Atlantic-coastal desert. Rio de Oro

(River of Gold) and Saguia el-Hamra are two components that make up the country. Natives of the

region are addressed as Saharawi people and because of their distant history as Bedouins are referred

to as indigenous. The bordering countries are Morocco, Algeria, and Mauritania. The region itself is very

scarcely inhabited, and not suitable for fruitful agriculture. The relation of the region with Spain began

when the mid-19th century merchants started arriving. Arrivals resulted in the establishment of a

Spanish trading post, Santa Cruz de Mar Pequeña. Centuries later Spanish Society of Africanists and

Colonists, which was set up in 1884, encouraged and facilitated the signing of treaties with the coastal

peoples living in the region. This allowed Spain to claim a protectorate over the zone, putting the treaties

forth as pieces of evidence. Spain started its occupations and was only stopped to the extent which it

reached Mauritania, where France halted occupation efforts. Region is a target area between the

countries Spain, Mauritania and Morocco, all of whom want to establish dominance in the Atlantic Coast

region and benefit from the natural resources, considering the dispute revolted after the discovery of rich

phosphate deposits in the region.  As a result of the aforementioned activities in the area, the people of

the region became a Spanish colony. It was then annexed by Morocco in 1975. Annexation caused a

dispute between Morocco and the Saharawi people who are following the movement by the Polisario

Front.

The Madrid accords and the impact of foreign forces

Signed in Madrid, on the 14th of November 1975, Madrid Accords (or Madrid Pact/Treaty) aimed

to end the Spanish activities and presence in Western Sahara territory. Before the treaty was signed,

the territory was officially a Spanish colony. The accord left territory both to Morocco and Mauritania.

Nevertheless, Saharawi people and Polisario Front were not granted any territory nor recognition from

the accord. This caused Polisario Front to change their location to border between Mauritania and

Algeria.

International Recognition of the Accords

UN considers Western Sahara as Non-Sovereign Territory that is yet to be decolonized.

However, even though de facto, it is recognized that Morocco has the dominant

administration. In 1975, with the agreement of Madrid, the treaty powered administration of

Spain throughout the state was granted to a tripartite administration. Nevertheless, the

accords never gave any official status of sovereignty nor any rights of annexation to any state

as it was stated that Spain unilaterally does not have rights to transfer any station. Therefore,

the administration that was granted to Morocco and Mauritania never did affect the status of

Western Sahara officially.
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Withdrawal of Spain

Spain officially declared its withdrawal from the region four months after the accords went into

effect. In 1979, Mauritania also withdrew from the region with the acceptance of the

Mauritano-Saharawi agreement. This, left Morocco as the sole administrator of the region, but

by the UN Charter, Morocco has never been recognized as the owner of the state.

Nonetheless, today Morocco still claims the ownership of the state in accordance with the

Madrid Accords. The accord, which overlooked the natives for the most part, was strictly

opposed by Algeria, who showed their stance by supporting the Polisario Front. With this

aforementioned aim, Algeria sent delegations to the conference to convince Spain of this

cause. Algeria claimed this opposition was for the mere reason of fighting against colonialism

and abiding by the UN Charter. Nonetheless, other views suggested that it was for the

Algeria’s sole benefit of gaining access to the Atlantic Ocean by suppressing Moroccan power.

Dispute between Morocco, the Polisario Front, and mauricious and their claim on the Western
Saharan land

Even though the disputes appeared as diplomatic at first sight, it did not take much time for it

to evolve into a crossfire by Algeria supporting Polisario guerillas, encouraging them to combat

against Moroccan suppression. Moreover, Algeria took the situation seriously also in its internal

matters, expelling Moroccan citizens from the country. Clashes in the region severed into a war in

which Morocco and Mauritania fought against Algeria and the Polisario Front. Preoccupied

perceptions of Morocco and Algeria towards one another contributed to tense nature of events.

Morocco and Mauritania posed their view as strictly defending their rights on the region and

preserving the region against all “separatist movements”, whereas Algeria and the Polisario Front

asserted that they were protecting the region against “foreign invasions”. Polisario Front was fully

supplied by Algerian government in terms of weaponry, refuge and provisions. Furthermore, both

groups denied the existence and validity of the accords. Mauritania, damaged because of the war,

had to retreat with a ceasefire leaving Morocco alone in the administration war. The war lasted 17

years, and still had no conclusion of the administration of Western Sahara. UN started the

decolonization efforts right after the war ended in 1991, with the hopes of preventing any future

crossfire.

Research Report | Page 4 of 10
The Hague International Model United Nations 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022



The Hague International Model United Nations ONLINE 2022| 24th January 2022 – 28th January 2022

“Map 1: Dispute Map in the Region”

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

Morocco

The Kingdom of Morocco owns up to 80% of the Western Saharan land, since 1976 when they
annexed the northern two thirds of the region from Mauritania’s control. They strived to establish full
control over the land since they had owned it during pre-colonial times. The Polisario Front opposed
Morocco as the latter nation was unwilling to hand over their share of the land to The Front. Tensions
currently between Morocco and Algeria have risen when the latter removed their diplomas with Rabat as
they claimed hostile actions-which were denied by Morocco. On October 29, after the UN peacekeeping
mission got renewed for over a year, King Mohammed VI called all sides to establish a negotiable
solution to the conflicts at hand.

Polisario front

The Polisario Front consists mostly of the Sahrawis - the native nomadic individuals of the Western
Saharan land. They established themselves on May 29 during the revolving issues with the Spanish
grasp of the region as an insurgency. Following the withdrawal of Spain and the partitioning of the land
between Morocco and Mauritania. The Polisario front relocated from Mauritania to Algeria, who then
provided the organization with military aid. Mauritiana declared peace with The Polisario Front before
Morocco annexed the Nation’s control over the region.

The Polisario front initiated a more democratic constitution called the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
(SADR). They accepted a peace plan that issued a referendum of self-determination by the United
Nations in the same year. In the following years attempts to consider the layout of the referendum were
unsuccessful. In 2000 the UN Security council requested for the referendum plan to be reconsidered with
alternatives, which also remained at a standstill. After multiple talks sponsored by the UN and pushed by
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the United States, the UN peacekeeping mission was then renewed. In the final half of 2020, tensions
escalated with Morocco after the SADR blocked a trade route between Mauritania and Morocco. The
Polisario front then announced they would cease to follow the 1991 peace plan after Morocco
implemented a military operation against the trade-route obstruction.

Algeria

Since the Spanish forces withdrew from the area in 1975, Algeria has supported the movement for the
independence of Western Sahara. This nation is one of the few that does so in the Arab League. They
had provided an ultimate amount of resources to the Polisario front for more than 30 years, such as
arms, bases, financial aid and doof. They had called the takeover of Western Sahara by Morroco a “slow
murderous invasion” against the Saharan guerillas. They have fought against Morocco over their border
preliminary to their own independence from France in 1962, and following that Tensions have risen
between the two Nations. Morocco’s monarchy has expressed their discomfort over Algeria’s constant
support over revolutionary movements globally.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1884 Spanish forces colonize Western Sahara

1934 The land gets inaugurated as a the Spanish Sahara

1957 Morocco sets claims to the land after gaining independence

1965 UN calls upon the decolonization of Western Sahara

1973 Polisario Front got founded

1975

King Hassan of Morocco disagrees with a Hague ruling and

sets forth “The Green March” protests into Western Sahara,

making Spain withdraw.

1975-91
The Polisario Front fights a guerilla war lasting 16 years with

Morocco, in turn ending with  a UN cease-fire treaty
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1991-2000s

War has ended but Morocco has yet to announce their

agreed referendum and multiple UN talks have yet to hold a

solution.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events
● Prolonging the UN Mission for the Referendum on Western Sahara (MINURSO) until 31 October

2022,
2021 (S/RES/2602)

● Discussing the challenging status to the Mission’s operations and the situation about the political
negotiations on Western Sahara,
2019 (S/2019/787)

● Agreed upon the departure of Spain’s influence on the political matters of Western Sahara,
1975 (Madrid Accords)

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

In 1991, after an atrocious 17 years of war, UN facilitated the operation of a ceasefire agreement
between the states which unfortunately was broken by the Polisario Front who noticed the Mauritanian
and Moroccan intervention to the UN declared buffer zone in Guerguarat Coastal Point. Madrid accords,
which were done by Spain, Mauritania and Morocco was not recognized by United Nations as in
accordance with the charter, it is not viable to leave administration of a state unilaterally to another state
solely according to will. Current main problems include the neglection of Sahari people for the sake’s of
official states. Sahari people are deeply concerned by the lack of representation on their sides on their
mission of national independence. Western Sahara is a location with multiple opportunities. From its rich
phosphate reserves to fishing waters, along its oil and gas reserves. This also puts them in spotlight for
multinational companies. No attempts has been made regarding the rights and the well-beings of the
citizens and all attempts ranging from the UN ceasefires to the accord and other bilateral agreements
have been unsuccessful and invalidated at some point in terms of being internationally binding. This led
the territory to undergo more wars and be exploited by the claimers with aforementioned individual
claims.

Possible Solutions

Free Association

The SADR- run West Sahara is recognised as a free state by 84 nations around the world, and is
established as a ‘non governing territory’ by the UN. Free association would require the Sahrawis to
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delegate some parts of their sovereignty to Morocco, and a new state called Western Sahara. This has
been established previously with the international agreement between the Federated States of
Micronesia and the United States. The Sahwari people would grant the Moroccan government some
operating rights in the exchange of defensem access to social services and grants for the citizens of
Western Sahara. Supervision mechanisms and international agreements would be crucial in ensuring
the success of this agreement. This concept has been introduced by both the International Court of
Justice and the UN General Assembly during the attempts made for the decolonization of West Sahara.
Following arrangements with Morocco must be issued with the local Sawhrahi people in order to ensure
consent through a democratic procedure. A free association treaty must also be accepted in a
referendum by the Sahrawis. Moroccan settlers should be given a limit as to the population of individuals
to vote in a referendum. Both sides must be in concession in order for a diplomatic solution to succeed.
The Polisario must agree to the fact that Morocco would attain some of the authority in order for an
internationally recognized Sawhrai state and the end of a Moroccan occupation. Morocco should either
also agree to this solution or receive prompting from other nations through: the removal of France and
the US’s automatic protection over them in the UN Security council.
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