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Introduction

Climate is the combination of atmospheric elements including “solar radiation, temperature,

humidity, precipitation (type, frequency, and amount), atmospheric pressure, and wind (speed and

direction)” (Lamb). These elements are what keeps the atmosphere and Earth stable, avoiding

problems such as ozone depletion, droughts, storms, ocean warming, rising sea levels and more. These

issues are a priority because they threaten our life and the life of others on Earth. Hease the topic of

instituting climate as a global common good. A global common good is something that all people share

as a “collective social endeavour” (Common Good). Examples of this are education, health etc. Due to

the large role of climate it is important that the possibility of it being a global common good is discussed.

This makes people more accountable for their actions, and will lead to faster and more effective

initiatives to improve the impacts of climate change.

Definition of Key Terms

Global Common Good

Something that all people, globally, share. For example, knowledge is a global common good as its

acquisition and use is shared by all people around the world.

Climate change

The change in the Earth’s weather patterns as a result of global warming.

Carbon tax

A tax placed on the carbon emissions that a consumer or producer emits

Carbon border tax

A type of duty tax on imports based on the amount of carbon emissions from the production of the

item.
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Government instruments

Eg. grants, subsidies, technology, facilities (eg. public areas, transport etc.), methods used by

governing bodies for certain objectives.

Conscription

Compulsory enrollment of people for country service, usually for military duties.

Community service

Unpaid work or volunteer work that has a social impact and benefits a specific area/community.

Less economically developed country (LEDC)

A country that is below the average economic global standard where there is high poverty.

Background Information

Sub-topic 1: Creating governmental instruments to maintain climate goals

There are weak political and economic instruments for entering a climate agreement and for

attaining and maintaining its goals. Moreover there are strong free-riding incentives since it is quite

difficult- and indeed very unpopular- for Governments to convince people to give up part of their current

wealth for the sake of uncertain gains in the future, maybe accruing to population in remote distance.

Because of this it is important to create governmental instruments which ensure and maintain climate

goals which have been set. Whether it’s the everyday habit of turning the lights off or instigating a

stronger sense of empathy in citizens, governments need to appeal to the pathos of their population to

get people feeling accountable for climate change, not out of convention but by their own human

nature.

Mandating daily habits to promote environmentalism

In a survey conducted by the American research company, World Resources Institute,

80% of respondents were willing to make adaptations to the way they live to mitigate the effects

of global warming. A lot of the habits that people can integrate in their day to day lives are very

simple but due to the sheer human nature of people, the number of people that actually take

measures is much lower than those willings. Habits like replacing home machines with

energy-efficient appliances is something very simple to do, but requires governments to make

them mandatory. Countries like Austria, Denmark and Germany have all vowed to phase out of

using gas and diesel cars - similar to cars, low quality appliances at home like the simple light
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bulb can have a massive collective impact. In reality, 19% of global electricity is used up by

lighting - countries like Namibia have already started schemes that distributed 1 million energy

saving bulbs. Mandating other habits like reducing car usage would have a direct impact on

making climate change a global common good as people would be stripped of their own

luxuries, by law consequently giving them ulterior motives to take measures to mitigate the

impacts of climate change .

Conscription of people for government-led environmental initiatives

Conscription for military services has historically been the most effective way for nations

and empires to have a strong military force. The same can be done for climate projects -

governments can create schemes conscribing people to take part in the manufacturing,

distribution or the construction of their climate projects. This adds a sense of ownership for

citizens to the climate efforts countries take as it bridges the gap between nations and their

people further promoting the global common good. In Thailand, the government has added

more forms of community service that are more eco-friendly in the city of Pattaya like cleaning

coastlines, planting coral reefs as well as other projects promoting the ecosystem. Making

volunteer work partly mandatory, would have a massive impact on making populations

accountable for what their own past actions have done as they will be directly taking actionable

change towards the consequences of climate change. Planting mangroves, street cleanups,

planting community gardens among others are all types of community service that governments

can promote. Be it with inmates or the everyday citizen, there are many ways governments can

promote and mandate more initiatives.

Creating social awareness of the consequences of climate change

Awareness campaigns and initiatives are not often focussed on making people

accountable for climate change, but shifting that focus can have an extremely positive effect on

giving people ownership of climate change. A prime example would be Greta Thunberg, youth

climate activist and creator of the Fridays for Future movement. When Greta Thunberg first shot

to global fame it was because of her impactful speeches that directly blamed companies and

governments for the climate change, directly holding them accountable, companies and

governments felt more urged to do something about climate change. While it may not have

been for the benefit of global warming but rather their perception by the public, it is still a

strategy that works. Shifting the blame on the everyday citizen for fueling companies that harm

the environment and for the habits that they do that disadvantage climate change takes a step

closer in making climate a global common good,
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Sub-topic 2: Implementing carbon taxes on all imports

A carbon tax on imports is a tax “based on the amount of carbon emissions resulting from the

production of the product in question” (Prazeres). Although in theory it sounds appealing, the

implementation of the tax is difficult. Having a tax on imports helps with the evaluation of the carbon

footprint from imports. This tracking would also help hold countries, who export those goods,

accountable for their carbon emissions. This includes ensuring that developed countries are held

accountable for their larger amount of emissions compared to developing countries. Essentially,

implementing a carbon tax on products will make people hold their items accountable, and feel the

value of what they're buying in relation to the impact it had on the climate. Imagine everything in one’s

household having had some impact on the environment and a price tag on it. This promotes the global

common good by making tactile, actual goods have ownership over the impacts of climate change.

Taxation on carbon dioxide from industrial processes

The number of resources

that carbon emissions come from

are immeasurable. It is quite costly

as well to measure the amount of

carbon dioxide that industries emit.

That's why taxation is very difficult.

Policymakers can set carbon taxes

in many ways: taxing the price of

the good, estimating how much

carbon is produced or setting a standardized price. Policymakers can also adapt a

cap-and-trade system where emissions from power plants have a limit. The figure above

demonstrates this by showing how a cap-and-trade system creates a market for carbon

essentially setting a price on carbon as you would for any product. Industrial processes that

apply to the everyday citizen that would need to be taxed include cars and other vehicles, home

heating and ventilation systems, farms and even putting a cost on air travel.

Taxation of other greenhouse gasses

Carbon dioxide is not the only culprit of increased global warming, other greenhouse

gasses like methane, nitrous oxide and hydrofluorocarbons have an equally terrible effect on the

environment as carbon dioxide; while they may not be as prevalent, they are still very
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dangerous. Methane is largely produced in landfills, rotting food, cattle and other gas systems.

This becomes more technical as they have different impacts, for example methane more heat

per gram than carbon dioxide but it’s harder to measure because it doesn’t tend to come out of

industrial processes where you can use a measuring device all the time. Putting a tax on

methane emissions however links closer to the everyday habits of citizens, for example, when

food rots it emits methane and landfills are among the top three emitters of methane, which

holds people accountable for their unsustainable waste habits.

Carbon taxation in developing countries

The issue with LEDCs is rooted in the question of environmental issues holding a larger

priority over social ones. LEDCs tend to use the majority of their tax revenue on progressing in

things like healthcare, education and reducing poverty. Additionally, having a carbon tax in a

country that has high rates of poverty could be very dangerous to their economic development

as it would essentially mean that costs of things go up, and price of goods are already

expensive for a large portion of LEDCs.Nevertheless, due to their situations and the lack of

modern services and processes, for example the use of firewood for energy, LEDCs produce a

lot of greenhouse gasses and have a lot of taxing potential.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the organizer for the

Conference of the Parties (COP), where countries come together to discuss the implementation of

conventions that relate to global issues. The most recent meeting was the COP26 held in Glasgow

where the issue of global warming and climate change was discussed.

European Union

The EU has been taking measurable change towards setting better government instruments as a

result, EU countries collectively reduced emissions by 22% in 2017 meaning they reached their goal to

do so by 2020, three years earlier. They have set several legal frameworks impacting citizens directly for

example, they plan on halting sales of petrol and diesel vehicles by 2035. They have a variety of policies

that protect the ecosystem, reduce air and water pollution and sustainable waste management. As well

as that, they seek to improve education regarding climate change and our habits to educate people and

businesses to become more environmentally conscious.
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The Holy See

The Vatican has been instrumental in driving climate change action as they have recognised

climate change, and approach it as a moral issue which has impacted several followers of the Vatican to

do better towards the environment. Pope Francis stated that climate change entails a “moral obligation

towards future generations, for the seriousness with which we respond to them will shape the world we

leave to our children.” Having a religious body recognise and speak proactively about climate change

has also been able to attract more demographics to understand climate change issues.

Canada

In 2019 Canada implemented a two-part carbon tax called the “Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing

Act” with the aim to cut carbon emissions by 30% by the year 2030. The first part is called the Fuel

Charge, a pollution price on fuel. It starts with a minimum price of CA$20 per tonne of CO2, then rising

by CA$10 annually until 2020 where it reaches CA$50. From there it then increases by CA$15 annually

until reaching 2030 at the price of CA$170. The second part of the carbon tax is the Output Based

Pricing System (OBPS) which is a pollution price targeted towards industries. The tax is for industries

that emit 50,000+ tonnes of carbon per year. The price that they are required to pay is dependent on the

industry, the carbon emitted by other similar industries etc.

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

2001 Impacts of global warming started to arise with computer generated data showing

for the first time the impacts of global warming in ocean basins.

IPCC report published warning the world of global warming and its impacts and

the alarming future impacts it will have.

2003 Concern regarding melting ice sheets arise in Greenland, studies show that as a

result sea levels will rise at a much faster rate and to a larger volume than

expected.

2004 Public opinion regarding climate change starts to improve as more films,

documentaries and books about the topic begin to prevail. Political polarization

regarding climate change increases.

2007 IPCC report shows that the cost of reducing emissions will be significantly less

than the consequences and damages. negotiations begin for a second version of
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the Kyoto protocol.

2009 The Copenhagen conference took place yet nations failed to come to any

decisions that would have any long term impact on climate change, urgency

regarding the matter was still not high enough.

2015 The Paris Agreement is signed by many nations who pledged to start taking

measures towards cutting emissions.

2018 IPCC report released a warning of strong heat waves and detrimental damages

as a result of current greenhouse gas emissions. The Paris Agreement came to a

new set of rules adding clarity to the agreement. Popularity of Greta Thunberg

becomes global and school climate strikes increase.

2019 UN Climate Action Summit organised for world leaders in New York yet major key

players were not in attendance. COP25 labelled as a major failure despite

warnings from scientists was much higher than any year before.

2021 COP26, the largest climate conference to ever take place, is hosted in Glasgow.

The Glasgow Climate Pact is produced and includes clauses to reduce fossil fuel

use. Global carbon market starts to take place as countries set guidelines for how

it will work.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● Human Rights and the Environment, 23 March 2018, (A/HRC/RES/37/8)

● Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind, 29 December 2020,

(A/RES/75/217) - As a continuation of previous resolutions published as early as 1988, the

latest edition focuses on tackling climate change from different aspects through its operative

clauses. The resolution recalls and elaborates more on the Sustainable methods of approaching

climate change while also incorporating new COVID precautions. Moreover, it contains

information on treaties on conferences that have been hosted and those that will take place to

further discuss the issue.

● Decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties, 29 January 2016,

(FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1) - The Paris Agreement, which is a legally binding international treaty

on climate change, is referred to in the Resolution as the 'Conference of Parties.' It was adopted

by 196 Parties at the United Nations Conference on Climate Change (COP 21) in Paris on
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December 12, 2015, and went into effect on November 4, 2016. Its goal is to keep global

warming well below 2 degrees Celsius, preferably 1.5, compared to pre-industrial levels.

Countries aim to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to

achieve a climate neutral world by mid-century in order to meet this long-term temperature goal.

The Paris Agreement is a watershed moment in the multilateral climate change process

because it is the first time that a legally binding agreement brings all nations together in a

common cause to fight climate change and adapt to its effects.

● World Climate Change Conference, 27 February 2003, (A/RES/57/258) - This Resolution

introduces the Russian Federation's initiative to hold the World Climate Change Conference in

Moscow from September 29 to October 3, 2003, and encourages all UN Member States, as well

as other international and national organizations, parliaments, the scientific community, the

private sector, and other civil society representatives, to participate actively in the Conference.

Furthermore, it invites Member States, the UN system, and all other actors to use the

Conference to raise awareness about the importance of international climate change efforts.

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue

The Sustainable Development Goals (Goal 13)

The United Nations adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the

Global Goals, in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the environment, and ensure

that by 2030, that everybody enjoys peace and prosperity in all aspects of life. From good health to a

strong economy with plenty of job opportunities, there's something for everyone. The 17 Sustainable

Development Goals recognize that actions in one area have an impact on outcomes in others, and that

development must strike a balance between social, economic, and environmental sustainability.

Countries have committed to putting the needs of the poorest people first. Despite the fact that the goals

are broad and interdependent, a UN Resolution adopted by the General Assembly two years later (6

July 2017) made the SDGs more "actionable." The resolution identifies specific targets for each goal, as

well as indicators for tracking progress toward those goals. Goal 13, "Climate Action," is, however, one

of the most important goals in the SDGs. The UN hopes to raise $100 billion per year by 2020 to meet

the needs of developing countries in adapting to climate change and investing in low-carbon

development. Supporting vulnerable regions will have a direct impact on Goal 13 as well as the other

SDGs. Countless positive changes have occurred in the years since the UN embarked on this mission. It

is clear that this initiative has made a significant contribution, not only in terms of climate action but also

in many other areas.

The Paris Agreement
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The Paris Agreement on Climate Change is a legally binding international agreement on the

subject of climate change. It was adopted by 196 Parties at the United Nations Conference on

Climate Change (COP 21) in Paris on December 12, 2015, and went into effect on November 4,

2016. Its goal is to keep global warming well below 2 degrees Celsius, preferably 1.5, compared to

pre-industrial levels. Countries aim to reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as

possible to achieve a climate-neutral world by mid-century in order to meet this long-term temperature

goal. The Paris Agreement is a watershed moment in the multilateral climate change process

because it is the first time that a legally binding agreement brings all nations together in a common

cause to fight climate change and adapt to its effects. The Paris Agreement's implementation

necessitates economic and social transformations based on the best available science. The Paris

Agreement is based on a five-year cycle of countries taking increasingly ambitious climate action.

Countries must submit their climate action plans, known as nationally determined contributions, by

2020. (NDCs). Countries communicate actions they will take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in

their NDCs in order to meet the Paris Agreement's goals. Countries also describe the steps they will

take to build resilience and adapt to the effects of rising temperatures in their NDCs.

The Kyoto Protocol

On December 11, 1997, the Kyoto Protocol was signed. It took effect on February 16, 2005,

after a lengthy ratification process. The Kyoto Protocol currently has 192 signatories. In a brief, the

Kyoto Protocol puts the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change into action by

committing developed and developing countries to limit and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

in accordance with agreed-upon individual targets. The Convention only requires those countries to

adopt mitigation policies and measures and to report on a regular basis. The Kyoto Protocol is based

on the Convention's principles and provisions, and it follows the Convention's annex-based structure.

Because it recognizes that developed countries are largely responsible for the current high levels of

GHG emissions in the atmosphere, it only binds them and places a heavier burden on them under the

principle of “common but differentiated responsibility and respective capabilities.” The Kyoto

Protocol's Annex B establishes binding emission reduction targets for 37 industrialized and

developing countries, as well as the European Union. Over the five-year period 2008–2012, these

targets add up to an average 5% reduction in emissions compared to 1990 levels (the first

commitment period). 37 industrialized countries and economies were in transition during the first

commitment period, and the European Community committed to reducing GHG emissions by 5% on

average compared to 1990 levels. For the Second commitment period Parties committed to reducing

GHG emissions by at least 18% below 1990 levels in the eight-year period from 2013 to 2020 in the

second commitment period; however, the composition of Parties in the second commitment period

differs from the first. The Kyoto Protocol also established a strict monitoring, review, and verification
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system, as well as a compliance system, in order to ensure transparency and hold Parties

accountable. The Protocol's effectiveness is due to the fact that countries' actual emissions must be

monitored and precise records of trades must always be kept.

Possible Solutions

In our mission to solve climate change, we must create long-lasting and sustainable solutions

immediately. However, due to the lack of resources or funding to many less developed countries, it

makes this Goliath of an issue much harder to conquer because short term solutions is not the way to

solve a problem as severe as this. By creating a UN organ or NGO in collaboration with the UN to

manage and track the progress of developing countries in becoming more eco-friendly. Through data

and analysis from experts, a sustainable and beneficial approach can be presented to the country and

funded. These approaches will not be ambitious but rather using tested methods implemented in

countries in a similar geographical area and economic status. Once a solution is implemented to a

country, constant monitoring will take place to ensure the system is working as expected and to react if

any plan doesn’t work correctly.

The most effective and powerful method of combating global warming and reducing air pollution

is to raise the price of carbon. While the idea of imposing carbon taxes on fossil fuel corporations has

gained traction around the world in recent decades, those who argue that such a tax would raise energy

bills have been vocal in their opposition. However, raising the cost of burning fossil fuels like coal, oil,

and gas is the most effective way to combat climate change because businesses will shift to

environmentally friendly methods to avoid paying any taxes, and the tax revenue will be returned to

consumers in the form of rebates and dividends. Yet, it is the method of implementation that is difficult in

a situation like this. By applying extensive pressure to companies that exploit fossil fuels and having

taxes thrown on their back, it would be the only way for them to switch to eco-friendly measures. This

pressure can only be effective if applied by the public. Therefore, awareness would be the easiest way to

persuade the public.
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